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STEP OUTSIDE…

Epiphany Council & Leaders

I adore the cold dark nights of December.

Epiphany Worship Service

I don’t remember ever disliking the cold, and even though we talk and hear a lot
about light overcoming darkness, I’ve never really thought of darkness as something
that needs to be overcome. I’ve never wished that a long cold December night were
shorter and warmer.
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Our Vision:
To make Christ
known through a
caring Christian
community that has
an active, vibrant
worship and
ongoing learning
that inspires faith
and service in all
people.
Our Mission:
Encouraging
Spiritual Growth, a
Community for All

It all started to become clearer to me in Rhein, Saskatchewan, a small town where I
spent my first three and a half years as a pastor. I was driving home from a visit at a
farm late one December evening, and something made me pull over to the side of
the road – a grid road kind of in the middle of nowhere. I stepped out of the car. It
was really cold. I looked around. It was really dark. It occurred to me then that what
draws me to a December or January night is that it’s so uncluttered. Staying warm is
the only thing on the agenda, and somehow the darkness feels a little more free to
me. It’s simple, quiet, and not so full of light and sound and rushing around like
December days can be. Over the years I’ve come to love that simple quiet and the
uncluttered darkness more and more, and it’s not (just) because I’m Nordic and
gloomy. It’s just that there are fewer distractions, and in that stillness it’s easier to
hear even a small voice of hope, or a gentle reminder of the life and peace and
justice that The One We Await is ushering in among us. My senses take a rest, and
there’s room for another voice and another light.
That’s what it’s like to love the cold and the dark.
Of course, you don’t have to feel the same way. But if you feel up to it, give it a try
sometime. Get bundled up all cozy and warm (as Norwegians and some others say,
“There’s no bad weather; just bad clothes), and get out of the city or just step out
into the cold where you are. Notice how there’s not much to notice. Look at how
there’s not much to see. And listen… You might remember a word of hope; maybe
in the peace you’ll hear a promise of peace; or maybe you’ll just have the gift of a bit
of stillness in these weeks that can be so unstill.
Then go inside if you want. The warmth and the light are gifts too…
The grace and the peace of this season be with you,

Pastor Paul
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Greetings from your church council!

Subscribe to our YouTube channel:
Epiphany Lutheran Church Go Live
There are many ways to see Epiphany's service on YouTube:
- Subscribing Using a Smart TV with a YouTube app
- Using an HDMI Cord to your laptop
- Chromecast from your smart phone
- Cas2ng & Airplay (iPhone & Android)
Please call the oﬃce if you have ques&ons and I can assist you with this.

hps://www.facebook.com/epiphanywinnipeg/

Your church council has met for regular council meetings each month. In addition, we have had a special board
meeting in October. This meeting was to prepare policy regarding holding services for vaccinated only participants and an ‘open’ Sunday service once a month; we designed the first Sunday of the month as open to all
participants and the remaining Sundays in the month are designated as services for vaccinated worshippers. A
second special council meeting will occur on Monday, December 6, 2021. This meeting is designated for Budget discussions. The council is aware we are looking at a ‘status quo’ budget with some adjustment for rentals
expenses.
We want to extend our thanks to all persons who participated in our fall fundraiser (yummy farmers sausage
and perogies!) and to our organizer, Jennifer. Fundraiser profits go into the budget to support projects as designated by the council.
In our sanctuary we have brighter projection! Thanks to the work of Tim, we have new bulbs in our projectors
which allows the words and pictures projected to be readable and more vibrant. It took the purchase of a very
tall ladder and willing workers to make this happen – thanks Gord and Tim. We also have many other new
things around the building – new countertops, thanks to volunteers who installed these items. It’s a reminder to
all of us that our building needs changes as it ages.
We are thrilled to see our church service numbers beginning to grow. We want all persons to feel welcome and
safe as they come to worship. We remind all worshippers to follow all public health orders, masking, sanitizing
hands and distancing. We are investigating collecting vaccination information for those who wish to share so
that we are not scanning member cards every Sunday. Thanks for your patience as we put this option into
place.

hps://twi+er.com/epiphanywpg
hps://www.instagram.com/epiphanywinnipeg/
Website: hp://epiphanychurch.ca/
Email: oﬃce@epiphanychurch.ca
YouTube Channel: Epiphany Lutheran Church Go Live

Your church council is made up of dedicated members – each person plays an important role in making decisions and listening to congregational members. If anyone has any concerns or issues, please let us know. We
will listen and if the comments/concerns pertain to the work of Pastor Paul or Vetta we will direct you to the Mutual Ministry Committee. We have had a Mutual Ministry committee for 40 years! And yes, we still do! The Mutual Ministry Committee meets regularly, and its purpose is to support and work with our two main employees –
Pastor Paul and Vetta. Any comments or concerns that your may have must be directed to that committee –
that is the process/protocol. Specifically, Cathy Crone is the advocate for Pastor Paul and Dave Roach is the
advocate for Vetta. All information is confidential. We want to encourage you to use this process as it is respectful and follows the government laws of confidentiality.
We were delighted to celebrate with our 7 confirmands on November 7th. Bravo to Karsten, Natalie, Annabella,
Adam, Daniel, Sofia and Rebecca! Your words of faith were inspirational for all of us.

Church Office Hours:
Mon – Fri 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Contact Ve+a for help accessing Livestream!
P: (204) 269-2661

E: oﬃce@epiphanychurch.ca

The Advent and Christmas season is upon us. Christmas services set for 4 pm and 7 pm on December 24th.
These services will be for vaccinated attendees. We encourage you to attend services and to invite others to
join with us.
Again, many thanks to all the volunteers that make our church work! Every Sunday and throughout the weeks
there are volunteers behind the scenes – thanks to each of you! Christmas blessings to all!
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In January, Marlaine Willborn and I (Judy Dikkema) agreed to co-chair the Epiphany Meal Teams, formerly the Epiphany Crockpots. There have been a few adjustments for people who attend the Urban for
meals, most notably the switch from indoor, in-person hot meals to bagged meals handed out at the door
of Lutheran Church of the Cross on Arlington Street.
Thank you to everyone who participated in our fall fundraiser.
I personally can’t wait for this particular fundraiser as it makes for
great Christmas gifts around this time a year!
Our fundraising profit was $ 297.25. This amount will help
decrease the Epiphany portions of the capital projects for 2021.
If you have not picked up your order please contact the office at
204.269.2661
office@epiphanychurch.ca

Urban Cookie Drive
We are looking for Christmas cookies to include with our December
22nd crockpot meal for the participants at the Urban. If you are baking
for the holidays and can share some cookies that would be great!
Cookies can be dropped off at church any Sunday in December or I
can pick up at your home if that is easier (call me at 204-781-3967).
Thanks!!
Gale Schultz on behalf of the Epiphany Crockpot Team
Used Winter Jackets:

Is looking for...

Cold weather is around the corner and men's
and women's winter jackets with working zippers
are welcomed at the Urban (any size). We especially need men's winter jackets. Also used
winter boots and track shoes with good
treads. Please contact me for the best times for
drop-off. Thanks so much.

We currently provide two meals per month on the third Thursday and the fourth Wednesday. Marlaine
and team prepare and deliver a monthly ground beef/cheese- based spaghetti meal, yogurt tube, juice
and cookies and various apple goodies from the trees of Edith Weber. Judy Dikkema and Clara Fjeldsted
provide a meat and cheese sandwich, juice and cookies. There are usually donations to the Urban from
Helping Hands in Steinbach (baked goods) and Harvest Manitoba (fruit, vegetables, toiletries) to supplement each meal. The number of meals required in 2021 rose from 60 (March – June) to a current average of 65-75 people on Wednesdays and Thursdays and 100 on Sunday (One Sunday there were 180!).
Rhonda keeps a supply of frozen soups and sandwiches in the freezer at the Urban for occasions when
the number of people is higher than expected. We have donated 200 sandwiches this past year for her
freezer supply. We plan to supply the Urban with Little Hotties hand warmers for Rhonda to include with
our meals for people who don’t have a warm place to be.
We have received two grants this past year: Thank-you to Jennifer Palichuk for her initiative for searching
out and applying.
A City of Winnipeg Wellness Grant for $2500, which we spent on supplies for making the bagged
meals we provide to the Urban.
A Winnipeg Foundation Grant “Nourishing Potential”, which we’ve used to initiate a new meal kit program. The way this works is all the ingredients for a meal are provided to specific families of the
Urban to cook at home, much the same way as boxed subscription meals are used. Rhonda
Gorham, the ministry manager at the Urban, identified 4 large families(6-8) and 2 small families(34) and supplied them with Crockpots and a few utensils as required. Marlaine and I shop for and
assemble the ingredients for delivery to the Urban once per month. Meals have included Pizza
Soup with Crockpot Bannock, Overnight Oatmeal, Turkey Dinner Soup, Pork Casserole and
Sweet and Sour Chicken. Any remaining money from this grant will also be used to stock up our
perishable supply of bagged meal ingredients.
Marlaine and I are so grateful for the work each meal team member puts into preparing meals each
month. It truly is an experience of ‘many hands make light work’ and we would welcome more hands! If
you are interested in joining our team please contact Marlaine at 204-478-4448 or email her at mwillborn@mymts.net.
We also are grateful to our congregation members for their ongoing support and donations. This year an
extra-special mention and thank-you goes out to Jennifer Palichuk, who used her grant-garnering skills to
take our angst about funding out of the equation.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Dikkema
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Welcome Back Luncheon

Epiphany Fundraiser for the Urban

On October 10, 2021, Thanksgiving Sunday, the Mutual Ministry Committee hosted a Welcome Back
event. We truly are thankful that we were able to host this event.

Our made-at-Epiphany fundraiser for the Urban, Going the Distance 2021, went without a hitch on Saturday September 11, 2021. This is the second year we have run our own event as Covid-19 has disrupted
many large-scale events. We were a team of 10: eight cyclists from Epiphany and two walkers from Faith
Lutheran (St. Vital). We took off just after 9:00 for The Forks (cyclists) and Kings Park (walkers). It was a
beautiful, blue-sky day and was a good way to reconnect with folks in a Covid-safe way.
Jac Dikkema developed the website and donations page and kept track of all the donations. This was a
big help to me as I didn’t want to spend the time required to learn all the techy stuff.
I’d like to thank the participants who worked both at raising money and going the distance (literally). We
raised almost $2700 for the Urban. Rhonda Gorham, the ministry manager at the Urban, says this money is a welcome boost to helping meet the operating expenses of the Urban. A big thank-you, also, to all
the congregation members who continue to support the Urban. It’s hard to remain focussed on supporting what we cannot see. Rhonda’s updates in our newsletter keep the Urban comings and goings and
concerns front of mind, reminding us that there are many people whose full-time job is survival.

With the ever-changing Provincial Health, Covid restrictions, the original plan was to hold it in the parking lot, but by the October 5, we had permission to hold it in the basement, as long as everyone attending was fully vaccinated.
25 people attended and looked relaxed and ready to see people that they hadn’t seen for a long time,
face-to-face. Gale and I (co-chairs) had planned on having something to say, but as we watched the
joy in the room, we decided we would just be interrupting a beautiful moment. It spoke for itself. It is
our hope (we’re not alone in this) that we will come to a point in this pandemic situation where we are
all feeling comfortable enough to enjoy the company of each other. This Welcome Back event was just
a beginning.
Judy Dikkema

Judy Dikkema
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Christmas Eve Services will be at 4:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Proof of vaccination will be required.
A friendly reminder to check
your pockets and jackets for
any forgotten receipts for
reimbursements in 2021.

TIME TO ENROLL IN CAFT?

WAYS YOU ARE ABLE TO STILL DONATE

If you are not already on CAFT, we are
inving you to enroll in the Electronic
Funds Transfer (EFT) Program that
Epiphany has arranged through
Assiniboine Credit Union.

1. You can e-transfer your donaons to
oﬃce@epiphanychurch.ca.
2. Epiphany Lutheran Church also has a link
on the Epiphany website for PayPal is you
prefer credit card.
3. If you prefer to enroll in the Electronic
Funds Transfer (CAFT) Program at Epiphany,
please give the oﬃce a call at 204.269.2661.
4. You can also drop oﬀ a cheque in the
mailbox between 9-3 Monday to
Thursday and let the oﬃce know.
5. Mail a cheque to:
Epiphany Lutheran Church
200 Dalhousie Drive
Winnipeg, MB R3T2Z1

This convenient method to contribute
will not only provide a regular cash ﬂow
to meet on-going church ﬁnancial
commitments during COVID but it will
also allow the convenience to
contribute without the regularity – even
during absences as we work though
these unusual mes.

All receipts must be submitted
by Dec 31, 2021.

Do you wish to...

Thank you

“own or parally own”
own” a project
If a member wished to donate/dedicate all or paral funding for any
speciﬁc capital project for 2021; Please contact Tim Lasuik at
tlasuik@shaw.ca.
Some include:
-motorized blinds in Sanctuary
-Replace portable dividers in basement
-Evaluate various hearing assist systems
-Change door handles for disability access
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Get cozy and enjoy!
In the summer of his seventeenth year, Sam-uel Sooleymon gets the chance of a lifeme: a trip to
the United States with his South Sudanese teammates to play in a showcase basket-ball tournament.
He has never been away from home, nor has he ever been on an airplane. The opportunity to be
scouted by dozens of college coaches is a dream come true.
Samuel is an amazing athlete, with speed, quick-ness, and an astonishing vercal leap. The rest of his
game, though, needs work, and the American coaches are less than impressed.
During the tournament, Samuel receives dev-astang news from home: A civil war is raging across
South Sudan, and rebel troops have ran-sacked his village. His father is dead, his sister is missing,
and his mother and two younger brothers are in a refugee camp.
Samuel desperately wants to go home, but it’s just not possible. Partly out of sympathy, the coach of North Carolina
Central oﬀers him a scholar-ship. Samuel moves to Durham, enrolls in classes, joins the team, and prepares to sit out his
freshman season. There is plenty of more mature talent and he isn’t immediately needed.
But Samuel has something no other player has: a ﬁerce determinaon to succeed so he can bring his family to America. He
works relessly on his game, shoong baskets every morning at dawn by himself in the gym, and soon he’s dominang
everyone in pracce. With the Central team los-ing and suﬀering injury aNer injury, Sooley, as he is nicknamed, is called oﬀ
the bench. And the legend begins. But how far can Sooley take his team? And will success allow him to save his family?

Recommendaons from Pastor Paul:

Who's Got Popcorn?

Red No2ce, Two thousand years ago, Marcus
Yellowstone follows the Duon Antonius gi3ed Cleopatra three bejeweled eggs as a
family who controls the largest wedding gi3 symbolizing his devo&on. The eggs were
con&guous ranch in the United
lost to &me un&l two are found by a farmer in 1907,
States, under constant aack by the third remaining
those it borders - land
lost. It stars Dwayne
developers, an Indian
Johnson as
reserva&on, and America's ﬁrst an FBI agent who
Na&onal Park.
reluctantly teams up
It is an intense study of a violent with a renowned art
world far from media scru&ny - thief (Ryan Reynolds)
in order to catch an
where land grabs make
developers billions, and
even more notorious
poli&cians are bought and sold
criminal (Gal Gadot).
by the world's largest oil and lumber corpora&ons. Where
drinking water poisoned by fracking wells and unsolved
murders are not news: they are a consequence of living in
the new fron&er. It is the best and worst of America seen
through the eyes of a family that represents both.

Origins of Common Phrases

Bapzed, We Live,”
Live,” by Daniel Erlander,
Erlander is a great liOle book (with cartoons!) about Lutheranism as
a way of seeing and hearing and living. It’s one of those rare books that’s really brief (28 pages)
and really deep (a couple of miles or so). I’d highly recommend it. I have a few on my shelves at
the oﬃce, or you could order your own from Parasource, our online church supply store.

BuOer Someone Up: Meaning: To ﬂaOer someone
History: An ancient Indian custom involved throwing balls of clariﬁed buOer at statues of the gods to seek favor.

Anything else by Daniel Erlander.
Erlander They’re all brief, deep, and illustrated.

Go the Whole 9 Yards: Meaning: To try one’s best
History: World War II Fighter pilots received a 9-yard chain of ammunion. Therefore, when a pilot used all of his
ammunion on one target, he gave it “the whole 9 yards.”

“Gilead,”
Gilead,” by Marilynne Robinson.
Robinson This novel won all kinds of prizes in literature back in 2005 or so, and
I can see why. It’s a long ﬁconal leOer from an aging pastor (don’t let that deter you!) to his sevenyear old son. I won’t say anything more, other than that it’s a beauful book.

If you like bleak, Nordic, oﬀ-kilter mysteries, check out anything by Icelandic author Yrsa SigurdaroQr.
SigurdaroQr I picked up one
of her novels in Gimli in the spring, and have been hooked ever since. If you like that sort of thing…

Jaywalker: Meaning: One who crosses the street in a reckless or illegal manner
History: Jay birds that traveled outside of the forest into urban areas oNen became confused and unaware of the
potenal dangers in the city – like traﬃc. Amused by their errac behavior, people began using the term
“Jaywalker” to describe someone who crossed the street irresponsibly.
Saved by the Bell: Meaning: Rescued from an unwanted situaon
History: As scary as it sounds, being buried alive was once a common occurrence. People who feared succumbing
to such a fate were buried in special coﬃns that connected to a bell above ground. At night, guards listened for any
bells in case they had to dig up a living person and save them “by the bell.”
Sleep Tight: Meaning: Sleep well
History: During Shakespeare’s me, maOresses were secured on bed frames by ropes. In order to make the bed
ﬁrmer, one had to pull the ropes to ghten the maOress.
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Epiphany respects all aspects of people including race,
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