Service of the Word
Sunday, January 10

Baptism of Our
Lord, Year B
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WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy
Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Through this water remind us of the gift of baptism.
Renew us in your promise so that we may serve this world in all its
need.
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To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
OPENING HYMN – SHOUT TO THE LORD
My Jesus, my Savior,
Lord, there is none like You.
All of my days I want to praise
the wonders of Your mighty love.
My comfort, my shelter,
tower of refuge and strength;
let ev'ry breath, all that I am
never cease to worship You.
Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing
power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
at the sound of Your name.
I sing for joy at the work of Your hands;
forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise I have in You.
Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965
Text © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in the USA & Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media,
Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.
Reprinted with permission under CCLI License #114187902

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you
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CHILDREN’S TIME
PRAYER OF THE DAY
L

The Lord be with you.

C

And also with you.

L

Let us pray….

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over
the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit,
that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5
A reading from Genesis
1

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let
there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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L Please join me in reading the Psalm responsively by verse,
beginning and ending with the refrain.
Psalm: Psalm 29
Refrain: The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
1

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. R
5

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6
the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7

The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. R
9

The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the
forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
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O LORD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. R

Refrain: The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7
A reading from Acts
1
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions
and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them,
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They
replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into
John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come
after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the
Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and
prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia.
GOSPEL Mark 1:4-11
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark
C Glory to you, O Lord.
6

4

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
6
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water,
he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on
him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY – THE RIVER
To the river I am going
Bringing sins I cannot bear
Come and cleanse me, come forgive me
Lord I need to meet you there
In these waters, healing mercy
Flows with freedom from despair
I am going, to that river
Lord I need to meet you there
Precious Jesus, I am ready
7

To surrender every care
Take my hand now, lead me closer
Lord I need to meet you there
To the river I am going
Bringing sins I cannot bear
Come and cleanse me, come forgive me
Lord I need to meet you there
In these waters, healing mercy
Flows with freedom from despair
I am going, to that river
Lord I need to meet you there
Precious Jesus, I am ready To
surrender every care
Take my hand now, lead me closer
Lord I need to meet you there
Come and join us, in the river
Come find life beyond compare
He is calling, He is waiting
Jesus longs to meet you there
Precious Jesus, I am ready
To surrender every care
Take my hand now, lead me closer
Lord I need to meet you there
Lord I need to meet you there
Words and music by Brian Doerksen, Michael Hansen, and Brian Thiessen
©2004 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. CCLI song #431686
Reprinted with permission under CCLI license #11418792
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
For the church throughout the world and its leaders, for Bishop Jason
and Bishop Susan and all who serve among us, that guided by the Holy
Spirit they would proclaim a refreshing and renewing word, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on
earth; that God’s Spirit would sustain and renew the whole creation, and
would stir us up to be faithful stewards of all that God has made, let us
pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the nations of the world and their leaders, that God would inspire
them to use their authority wisely and for the well-being of all, let us
pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all who continue to work during times of lockdown, for teachers and
parents, for teachers who are parents, and for students who continue to
adjust to changing times, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and
those who show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide
companionship, for all who suffer, and for all who have asked for our
prayers and whom we name now…. that God would shower them all
with compassion, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
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For our congregation gathered even while apart, and for our
congregation sent out to serve our neighbours, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their
labours, that their witness would inspire us in our baptismal calling to
speak good news and to work for justice and peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the
sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
LORD'S PRAYER
Even in different places and even in different times we are gathered into
one by the Holy Spirit. So as one people, we pray as Jesus taught:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favour and give you
peace.
Amen
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SENDING HYMN – NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD
Now thank we all our God
with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done,
in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers' arms,
has blest us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.
Oh, may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us,
and keep us all in grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all harm
in this world and the next.
All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,
the Son, and Him who reigns
with them in highest heaven,
the one eternal God,
whom earth and heav'n adore;
for thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore.
Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878

DISMISSAL
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