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I had other plans for this newsleer arcle…maybe they’ll turn up someme in the next
month or two – but I’ve decided I just want to get a bit personal for now.
First, I was surprised in the beginning by how much this all seemed to be aﬀecng me
emoonally, mentally, and even physically. I thought I’d be cool, but I was a bit
shaken…by how shaken I was. It took awhile to sele in, yet even now I ﬁnd somemes
that I’m not so cool about the whole thing. I know it’s been like that for some of you
too.
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Second, I’ve been asked a number of mes about how my kids are doing wherever they
are, so I’ll take a minute to let you know what’s happening with our boys. Ben (27) lives
in Toronto and drives streetcar for the Toronto Transit Commission. He’s sll working,
but the TTC has announced that they will lay oﬀ 1200 workers in the next few weeks, so
he’s in a bit of a wait and-see-mode. Joe (25) ﬁnished a long dogsled trip in the
Northwest Territories a few weeks ago, and he now ﬁnds himself staying with a family in
a log home at the east end of Great Slave Lake, doing a bit of work and wondering
what’s next as his work at a summer camp and as a canoe trip guide have dried up. Like
Ben, he’s in wait and see mode. I really miss those two. Really. A lot. Lots. Yup. But I’m
glad they’re well.
Third, I really miss all of you. A lot of us have talked on the phone or seen each other on
Zoom, but it’s really strange not to be able to see you, to visit with you, and to worship
with you, especially during these holy days of Lent just passed and Easter sll underway.
I was in the sanctuary a few days ago and it was just empty: empty in the building
(except for the music) and empty inside…you know, inside me.
The day is coming – soon or not, who knows? – when we’ll be tell each other stories of
the weeks we’ve been apart. In the meanme, remember with me that we’re sll
together – held together in the Body of Christ, held together in the gracious arms of
God, held together by the Spirit who breathes among us sll.
Peace to you in strange and, yes, blessed mes. Pastor Paul

Sunday morning worship: We will continue to have a short service online every Sunday. It’s
It pre-recorded, so you can check it
out on Saturday afternoon once the link is sent out or any time at all after that. It would be nice if as many of us as possible
possi
could
join in on Sunday at 10:00, so that more of us are together at the same time, even if we’re
we out of sight of each other.
Remember that even online we’re still participating in worship. So stand or sit when you’re
you used to standing or sitting, sing
along (nobody’s listening for wrong notes!), join in the prayers…. Along with the link to the service there will also be a link to the
order of service to help you in your participation.
Prayer during the week: Whether daily prayer is your regular practice
or it’s something you’d like to work on, there are great resources out
there to help deepen our prayer life.
Here are a few:
- Lutherans Connect (https://www.facebook.com/
lutherans.connect/ or @LuTConnect on Twitter) has prayers, daily Bible
readings, reflections and music. I’ve been using more frequently of late.
- Bishop Susan, our national bishop, has a daily hymn and prayer
on Twitter (check @ELCICinfo).
- The ELW (the red book in the hymnal racks) has four services
for daily prayer, beginning on page 298. Morning Prayer, Evening
Prayer, and Night Prayer carry on an ancient tradition of sung or spoken
prayer at certain times of the day. Val and I have been doing Morning
Prayer regularly during this time of isolation, and have found it to be…
well…prayerful. If you don’t have an ELW at home, now would be a
great time to order one! You can call Vetta at the office to give you a
hand with that.

Setting a sacred space: Why not make a worship
space in your own home for our gathering and
even for your own prayers from day to day? It
could be as permanent as a small table that’s
that
always there in a corner in a room with some
candles, a Bible, and a cross, or as temporary as
two candles and a cross that you place on the
dining room table when you log on. Just as we
gather in a set-apart
apart place on Sunday morning, so
also we can set aside a place in our own homes
for our worship and prayer.

ELCIC worship on the web: Lutherans all over the country are going online for worship and prayer
– why not see what’s up at other ELCIC (or other) churches? One of the gifts that this time of social
distancing is giving us is the opportunity to join in worship with people from all over the country and
the world. We call it distancing, but in an ironic twist it might just be pulling us closer together! Thanks
be to God! Check out http://elcic.ca/publichealth/livestreaming.cfm.

As we pray in our worship and you pray in
your home we ask you to remember
Phil Ens, Nick Hrominchuk, and
Vera Willborn as they deal with health
issues.
Please let us know if you or someone
else needs our prayers

We would like you to meet Mr. Joey McCorrie
A huge thank you to Joey who with his amazing skills
assisted the office in creating the worship video for

Thanks to Ken Mann for the music,
Adam, Jonathan, Vickie, Shirley, Simon,
Lorna, Val, Charles, Marlaine, Demitra,
Angelika, Gale for assisting with
readings and prayers

A word about communion: If you’ve
ve been wondering how this time will affect our practice of communion,
Sunday. Joey will be assisting us during these unusual
you’re not the first one: There’s
s been conversation about it all over the ELCIC and beyond.
For the time being we will not be practicing some form of communion online and over the distance times to make sure the viewers are getting the best of a
that we’re
re currently experiencing. One of the important things about our understanding of communion is
Sunday worship service from home.
that we celebrate it in the context of community; It’s
It not a private act that is only a matter of the
relationship between the individual and Jesus, nor is it simply something that happens to bread and wine
We also would like to thank all of our readers in the
when the pastor says the words. It’s
s something that happens for the church when the church gathers
together
together.
month of April!
For now I would offer this thought: We are the Body of Christ; even in this time of not receiving the
Body of Christ in the bread and the wine. Even if we are not gathering around the table we are still called If you wish to read in May and send us the video please
and sent out to be the Body of Christ in the world, strengthened by prayer – itself a kind of communion –
contact the office at 204.269.2661
strengthened by the word and by Christ who is the Living Word, and strengthened by our sisters and
brothers in the Body of Christ however we stay in touch throughout these days. Even when we are apart,
we are one Body, and we look forward to the time when we will gather together once more around the
table of our Lord.
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Are you on Facebook or Twitter? On most days Pastor Paul
will be posting or retweeting a thought, prayer, picture, etc. –
kind of a “thought for the day” – from around the Lutheran
world and the wider world. Check in on Twitter
(@epiphanywinnipeg) or Facebook (just search Epiphany
Lutheran Church Winnipeg) to see what’s up

Monday Night Drop-in
We don’t get to see each other very much any more – no coffee
after worship, brunch at Smitty’s, dropping in at the church office,
or even bumping into each other on the street.
We’re starting a Monday night online drop-in, every Monday from 7:00-8:30 pm. There could be a crowd,
there could be just a few of us, you never know. Pop in for 5 minutes, pop in for an hour – it’s up to you.
Click on this link to join the gathering:
https://zoom.us/j/150851585
If you need some help with the technology give
Pastor Paul a call at 204-918-1680.
**The dial in numbers are on the Website Calendar**

Epiphany’s Office!
A reminder that the Church itself is closed until further notice and we have removed authorization of all
electronic access codes to members. If you need something at the Church, let Vetta in the office know and
make arrangements with her at 204-269-2661 or email me at office@epiphanychurch.ca
Thank you
Vickie Albrecht - Epiphany Chair
Please Note:
The office will be closed on Fridays in May and Monday May 18th.

Do you have a change of address or personal information? Have you thought about an automatic
reoccurring monthly offering donation? Please contact the office for more information at 204-269-2661
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