THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – May 10, 2020
Gathering Hymn: Here I Am, Lord – ELW 574
"I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin
my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?"
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
"I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people's pain.
I have wept for love of them.
They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone,
give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them.
Whom shall I send?"
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
"I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them.
My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?"

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946
Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A729438. All rights reserved

Opening Litany
O Lord, I cry to you for help.
In the morning my prayer comes before you
Let my mouth be full of your praise
and your glory all the day long
Every day will I bless you,
and praise your name forever and ever.
Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation,
Oh hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the seas that are far away.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
You redeem my life from the grave,
and crown me with mercy and steadfast love.
Lord, hear my prayer,
and let my cry come before you.
Let us pray:
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen
life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

First reading: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit
In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
2
Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.

1

3

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
4
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength. R
5
Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
15
My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
16
Let your face shine up on your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit

The Gospel:
John 14:1-14
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let
your hearts be troubled. Believe in God,
believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house
there are many dwelling places. If it were
not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again
and will take you to myself, so that
where I am, there you may be also. 4And
you know the way to the place where I
am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord,
we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said
to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. 7If you know me, you
will know my Father also. From now on
you do know him and have seen him.”
8
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us
the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this
time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and
the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works
themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works

that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

Hymn of the Day: My Faith Looks Up to Thee – ELW 759
My faith looks up to thee,
thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!
Now hear me while I pray,
take all my guilt away,
oh, let me from this day
be wholly thine!
May thy rich grace impart
strength to my fainting heart,
my zeal inspire;
as thou hast died for me,
oh, may my love to thee
pure, warm, and changeless be,
a living fire!
While life's dark maze I tread
and griefs around me spread,
be thou my guide;
bid darkness turn to day,
wipe sorrow's tears away,
nor let me ever stray
from thee aside.
When ends life's transient dream,
when death's cold, sullen stream
shall o'er me roll;
blest Savior, then, in love
fear and distrust remove;
oh, bear me safe above,
a ransomed soul!
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A729438. All rights reserved

The prayers of intercession:
As I went down to the river to pray,
studyin’ about that good old way
and who shall wear that starry
crown,
O Lord, show me the way.
O children, let’s go down, let’s go
down,
don’t you want to go down.
O children, let’s go down,
Down to the river to pray.
Let us pray.
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our
risen Lord who makes every day new.
Especially we thank you –
for the sustaining goodness of your creation…
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness…
for the gifts of relationships with others…
for the communion of faith in your church…
(name some other things for which you are thankful…)
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and
bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray –
for those who govern the nations of the world…
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare…
for the people in this and all nations in fear of illness and pandemic…
for all who work for peace and international harmony…
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction…
for all our sisters and brothers throughout the earth…
(name some other people or places or situations that need our prayer…)
Almighty God, you have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve us with your
gracious power, that we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do,
direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN

The peace of Christ be with you And also with you.
Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
As we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
And deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours,
Now and forever. Amen.

Hymn: This Little Light of Mine – ELW 677
This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
Text: African American spiritual
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A729438. All rights reserved

Go in peace. Serve your neighbour. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The opening litany (“O Lord, I cry to you”) is from the ELW (“the Red Book”), p. 329.
The prayers of intercession are from ELW, p. 304.
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