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Gather in a Great Big Net!
Over the ﬁrst few Sundays of February you’ll see a green banner at the front of the church, adorned with a stylized
ﬁsh and net. It draws our aenon to a few biblical stories: there’s Jesus calling his ﬁrst four disciples away from
their work of ﬁshing (two of them were mending nets at the me); there are a few diﬀerent stories of these same
ﬁshers having some alarmingly successful days on the boat, and there is, of course, the story and the image that we
know quite well, where Jesus tells these ﬁshers of ﬁsh that they will now be ﬁshers of people.
We o+en think of ourselves as the ones called to catch the ﬁsh, but maybe it’s helpful somemes to see ourselves as
the ﬁsh. Here’s an example or two (well, three) of what I mean….
A few weeks ago I joined most of our conﬁrmaon students for a Saturday morning of volunteering at the Canadian
Lutheran World Relief warehouse, where we spent a few hours together gathering up school supplies to ﬁll We Care
bags bound for Ethiopia. We could think of ourselves in that situaon as the ones with something to give, and the
students who will receive the supplies as the ones who have to receive our kindness, but maybe it would be beer to
think of ourselves simply as a bunch of ﬁsh together. Jesus has cast a net and gathered us together – Canadians and
Ethiopians, all in the same net – so that we are no longer separated by connents, oceans, and incomes, but instead
are partners in a life where we all agree that educaon for our kids really maers. We’re ﬁsh in the same net.
The day a+er that gathering at CLWR, a hundred or so Chrisans from across Winnipeg gathered at Epiphany for this
year’s Week of Prayer for Chrisan Unity service. We were Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Mennonite, Anglican, United,
Ukranian Catholic and Ukranian Orthodox, Salvaon Army and more; we were all here in this same place to give
thanks and to oﬀer our prayers to the one who has cast a net into the sea and gathered us all together. For a lile
while we could see that we were no longer ﬁshers casng nets from our own separate boats; we were ﬁsh, giving
thanks that we are brought into this net that makes us one.
Right from the start, you know, we’ve been ﬁsh. If Jesus called four and more ﬁshers – if he caught four and more
ﬁsh! - from a small Middle Eastern naon to go oﬀ and catch some ﬁsh, then we are the ﬁsh who needed to be
caught. All of us people from Europe and Africa and Asia and South America who are here on any Sunday were
caught somewhere way back when, and when we were caught we became part of this one net that gathers us together…not to become lunch (any image breaks down at some point!) but to be one people who share our life together all over the world. We might even say that Jesus ﬁshes around in bapsmal waters and draws us out of the
water to new life, gathering us up with all those drawn out of those same waters.
Give it some thought and keep it in mind – we are ﬁsh, gathered in one net around the world, in a net cast out to
bring us all together.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Paul

Epiphany Lutheran Church:
Our Vision: To make Christ known through a caring Christian community that has an active, vibrant worship and ongoing
learning that inspires faith and service in all people. Our Mission: Encouraging Spiritual Growth, a Community for All

Epiphany Breakfast at Smiy’
Smiy’s - Third Wed. of the Month - 9 am

Do you know anyone hosting an event or meeting?

Come on out to Smiy’s on Pembina at Kirkbridge every third Wednesday of the month. Feel free to
bring a friend too and enjoy me together.

Our Facility at Epiphany Lutheran Church can accommodate a variety of events. Do you
know anyone who is looking for space for :

—————–—————————
Quilng Group - Second & Fourth Tue. of the Month - 10:3010:30- 3:00
Join the quilng group Tuesdays from 10:30 – 3:00 pm
for some fun and quilng.
—————–—————————

***Epiphany Bible Study (ELW) *** NEW TIME AND DATE***
First Thursday of the Month at 1:00 pm
The Women's Bible Study (ELW) group will now meet every ﬁrst Thursday of the month. If you haven’
haven’t
been out yet, consider giving it a try. It is a great me or women to connect.

Due to low enrolment we have had to cancel the Quizzlers event and Spaghetti Dinner
planned for February 7, 2020.
We will look into rescheduling this event later in the fall.
Those who have paid for tickets will be refunded through the office.

Epiphany on Social Media!
We’re on Facebook (Epiphany Winnipeg), Instagram (@epiphanywinnipeg), and Twitter
(@epiphanywpg). Check in and follow us to keep up on some news about Epiphany, the Synod,
and the church throughout the world.

Birthdays and Anniversaries!
At the beginning of worship on the last Sunday of each month, we will invite
anyone who is marking a special event – birthdays, anniversaries, graduation,
etc. - to make a donation to our Noah's Ark birthday bank. Donations will be
used to help support youth ministry at Epiphany.

Birthday Party
Anniversary Party
Wedding
Baptism

Business Function
Showers
Fitness / Yoga
Cooking Classes

Please contact the Epiphany Oﬃce for further informaon and pricing at 204-269-2661
or email the oﬃce at oﬃce@epiphanychurch.ca. You can also have a look on our website www.epiphanychurch.ca/ourwww.epiphanychurch.ca/our-facility/

Can you take me home?

Annual Meeting - March 1, 2020

Do you need to update your
personal information?
If you have moved, changed phone
numbers or would like to update your
address, please contact the office at
(204) 269-2661 or email
office@epiphanychurch.ca

Quilng Group:
At the end of November 2019, four years a+er the start
of our group, we completed quilt number 1,000. Even
for those of us involved in this venture, this seems
quite amazing.
Thanks to everyone in the congregaon for helping to
make this possible. Hopefully there are 1000 people
who are enjoying the warmth of those blankets and the
underlying message that someone cares for them.

Our annual meeting is going to be on March
1st, 2020, after worship service. Reports from
the team leaders must be submitted by Friday
January 17th, 2020 to the office at
office@epiphanychurch.ca

Do you have a change of address or personal
informaon? Have you thought about an automac
reoccurring monthly oﬀering donaon?
Please contact the oﬃce for more informaon
at 204-269-2661
Are you interested in getting to know a young
person from the congregation?
Do you enjoy writing letters?
Come and be a part of this year’s Sunday school
Lenten ministry project. During the month of March,
you will be paired up with a Sunday school student
and correspond by writing letters to each other. Your
identity will be a secret until our reveal party at the
end. Don’t miss this great
opportunity to participate! Contact Angelika Katiniaris for more
information or to sign up. 204-292-4518 or email
angelika.katiniaris@gmail.com
Deadline to register is February 16th.

Valentine’s Day – Chocolates, Flowers, and ........ Coffee?
So many of you are such excellent supporters of The Urban and now I’m going to ask
you again for a little more support! The Urban always needs coffee as it is the drink of
choice for so many of their clients. I would like to collect as many cans of coffee as
possible, and take them to the Urban for Valentine’s Day. Coffee often goes on sale so
perhaps you could pick up an extra can and bring it to church? Let’s see how many
cans we can stack up on the table at the back of the church by Sunday, February 9th
and then it will be taken to The Urban as a Valentine’s gift.
Thanks again,
Maureen

Children at Worship
To the parents and grandparents of our young children, may we suggest...Relax!
God put the wiggle and curiosity in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it. All
are welcome! Quietly explain the Liturgy to your children. To the members of our
community: The presence of children is a gift to the church and a reminder that our
community is growing. Please welcome our children and give a smile of
encouragement to their parents. Remember that the way we welcome children in the
church directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to Christ, and to one
another. Let them know they are home!

On the last Sunday the children will join the rest of the
congregaon to parcipate in the full service.
Please Note: the children will join the service on January 26
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