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Whose time is it anyway?
There was a time long ago when I was a bit of a December curmudgeon. I found the commercialism annoying and the lights tacky, and I knew that there have been no good Christmas
specials since the Grinch and A Charlie Brown Christmas. I was certain that we’d all be better
off if no one thought about Christmas at all until Christmas Eve. Maybe I wanted to give Advent
its due, and to resist our culture’s urge for instant gratification – why let Christmas overtake
Advent? Why not wait for something for a change? Maybe it was because I just thought I was
right and everyone else should be too. What it all amounted to was that I really wanted to enjoy
December but was cranky about what everyone else did with it.
Over the years a lot of things conspired to soften me up a bit. Here are three: One cold
and dark December evening in Rhein, Saskatchewan, I was out for a walk after dinner and I
stopped in front of a house to check out its lights. The lights were blinking, and one of those
digital electronic versions of Silent Night was squeaking out from a tiny speaker. To my surprise, I found it all kind of heartwarming; this was not what I expected. A few years later, in a
larger Saskatchewan town, parish life and community life were full of parties and feasts in December, and it didn’t take long to dawn on me that if everyone else was enjoying themselves so
much, maybe I could too. Finally, at a long-term care centre where I worked in Saskatoon I saw
how much joy the residents had when the decorations and the songs and the parties began to
fill the place in late November. I learned that making life a little richer and fuller for a time was
a good thing, and that maybe God wasn’t as concerned as I was about getting the timing of the
season measured to the minute.
That’s how it’s always been: God’s when and where don’t match ours. We prepare to celebrate the birth of God-in-the-flesh, but God’s coming to be with us doesn’t always happen when
we expect it. It happens at an inconvenient time, like it did for Jesus’ mom and dad. Or God
comes too soon, before we feel like we’ve finally got the house in order. Or for so many people, it
seems like God’s coming is too late, or still hasn’t come, and the struggle or the hurt just keep
keeping on….
In the same way, Jesus isn’t waiting for the Taste Committee to finish its work, for the
world that Jesus comes into is the everyday world that we know: high art and low art, Handel’s
Messiah and carols on the mall PA, quiet candlelight and the over-lit front yard down the block,
big celebrations with family and friends and a table or street corner where someone eats alone.
These are the places where Jesus is born.
The good news of this coming season? God comes to be with us now, Jesus makes his
home here, the Spirit breathes among us here and now, wherever here and now happen to be.
Have a blessed Advent in the presence of the one who is coming soon,
Pastor Paul
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Epiphany Breakfast at Smiy’
Smiy’s - Third Wed. of the Month - 9 am

Do you know anyone hosting an event or meeting?

Come on out to Smiy’s on Pembina at Kirkbridge every third Wednesday of the month. Feel free to
bring a friend too and enjoy &me together.

Our Facility at Epiphany Lutheran Church can accommodate a variety of events. Do you
know anyone who is looking for space for :

—————–—————————
Quil&ng Group - Second & Fourth Tue. of the Month - 10:3010:30- 3:00
Join the quil&ng group Tuesdays from 10:30 – 3:00 pm
for some fun and quil&ng.
—————–—————————
Epiphany Bible Study (ELW)
First Tuesday of the Month 7:00 pm
The Women's Bible Study (ELW) group meet every ﬁrst Tuesday of the month. If you haven’t been out
yet, consider giving it a try. It is a great &me or women to connect.

Birthday Party
Anniversary Party
Wedding
Baptism

Business Function
Showers
Fitness / Yoga
Cooking Classes

Please contact the Epiphany Oﬃce for further informa&on and pricing at 204-269-2661
or email the oﬃce at oﬃce@epiphanychurch.ca. You can also have a look on our website www.epiphanychurch.ca/ourwww.epiphanychurch.ca/our-facility/

Compassionate Caregivers Lunch & Learn

Dona&ons for GiE Bags

Our next Lunch & Learn series will be held on Saturday, December 14th at 11:30 am at
Mary Mother of the Church 85 Kirkbridge Drive. Our speaker will be Samantha Rodeck
from Transportation Options Network for Seniors (TONS). Samantha will discuss
alternative transportation options available in Winnipeg along with how to keep active and
independent in your community, how to choose the best option for you, safe driving tips and
how TONS can support you with your transportation needs.

Thank you to everyone who brought in their travel and sample supplies of shampoo, lotion, soap etc.
during the last few months.

A complimentary light lunch will be served - free will offering. Please register by Dec. 12th
by contacting the Epiphany Church Office 204-269-2661. All are welcome and bring a
friend! Any questions please contact Gale Schultz rds1@mymts.net or 204-781-3967.

I hope that all donations can be in by December 8 so we will have time to assemble the gift bags for the
Urban. As most of you know, there is a box with my name on it, on the table in the narthex where you
can leave these items.
If anyone has any Christmas gift bags (approximately 9”x7” that you are not using, those can be donated
as well.

Epiphany on Social Media!
We’re on Facebook (Epiphany Winnipeg), Instagram (@epiphanywinnipeg), and Twitter
(@epiphanywpg). Check in and follow us to keep up on some news about Epiphany, the Synod,
and the church throughout the world.

Birthdays and Anniversaries!
At the beginning of worship on the last Sunday of each month, we will invite
anyone who is marking a special event – birthdays, anniversaries, graduation,
etc. - to make a donation to our Noah's Ark birthday bank. Donations will be
used to help support youth ministry at Epiphany.

Thanks
Maureen Monson

Throughout the season of Advent, the Lutheran World Federa&on sends hymns from LWF member
churches to show how Lutherans throughout the world prepare for the coming of Christ. Beginning
on December 1st, visit the LWF daily to see and hear our sisters and brothers sing:
hps://www.lutheranworld.org/advent-hymns#2019

Multifaith Calendars

Can you take me home?

The Manitoba Multifaith Council is selling 2020
calendars for $15.00. The funds raised will go
towards assisting the MMC with the work they do
in building multifaith relationships within Manitoba. The calendar identifies all the various religious holidays so is a great learning opportunity.
Please see Gale Schultz to purchase or contact
the office at 204-269-2661.

Do you need to update your
personal information?
If you have moved, changed phone
numbers or would like to update your
address, please contact the office at
(204) 269-2661 or email
office@epiphanychurch.ca

Upcoming Sunday School Events - Mark your calendars for the following:
Mitten Tree
Starting on November 24th. Bring your handmade or purchased winter clothing to decorate our Christmas tree with donations for inner city children.
Christmas Play
Will be performed on Dec 15th. Join us as we
share the Christmas story with you.
The Sunday school will be learning some
songs this year to present to the
congregation during the church day
Sundays as part of our participation. We plan
to start in the New Year. Keep an eye out for
our little singers. Hopefully the songs bring
you back to your childhood in Sunday school.
Children at Worship
To the parents and grandparents of our young children, may we suggest...Relax!
God put the wiggle and curiosity in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it. All
are welcome! Quietly explain the Liturgy to your children. To the members of our
community: The presence of children is a gift to the church and a reminder that our
community is growing. Please welcome our children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. Remember that the way we welcome children in the church directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to Christ, and to one another.
Let them know they are home!

On the last Sunday the children will join the rest of the
congrega&on to par&cipate in the full service.
Please Note: the children will join the service on November 24.
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