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Summer reading and summer thoughts….
From May 13-17 Val and I were in Minneapolis at the Festival of Homiletics. This is a four
day gathering of 1500 pastors from all over the world, who come together to do what pastors so
rarely get to do: listen to sermons. As I’ve said to a few people since I came back, I heard nine or
ten sermons and nine or ten lectures over those four days, and the worst one was really really
good.
I’d be glad to go on in more detail about what made all these sermons so good and enriching and faith-shaping, but I’ll spare you that for now. What I will say is that all the sermons so
clearly grew out of a deep love of scripture and an openness to honest conversation with it. In
that spirit, I’d like to offer three suggestions for your summer reading:
“The Bible Tells Me So: Why Defending Scripture Has Made Us Unable to Read It,” by
Peter Enns. While we might want the Bible to be consistent, agreeable, and explainable, Enns
insists that the Bible is none of these, and this is what makes it so interesting. Rather than trying to defend Scripture or make it all make sense, Enns suggests that we just read it, listen, talk
back, and see where the conversation takes us. This book is not a dense, heavy, academic read;
it might just make you want to open your Bible again with fresh eyes.
“Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again,” by Rachel
Held Evans). This book takes us from the author’s early life with a fundamentalistic understanding of the Bible, through young adult disillusionment and skepticism about the whole thing, into
the later years of her young life where she learned to love the Bible again, with and because of
all of its strange and difficult and funny and good and bad quirks. This book is not a dense,
heavy, academic read; it might just make you want to open your Bible again with fresh eyes.
Sadly, Held-Evans - who was supposed to be one of the speakers at the Festival of Homiletics - died unexpectedly, at the age of 37, just a month ago (just as I was finishing reading this
book, in fact).
“What Is the Bible? How an Ancient Library of Poems, Letters, and Stories Can
Transform the Way You Think and Feel About Everything,” by Rob Bell. OK, I haven’t read
this one, but I’m familiar with some of Bell’s other work; it’s not perfect, but it’s always thoughtprovoking. Like Enns and Held-Evans, Bell doesn’t read the Bible as though it’s mysterious,
magical, or inaccessible. It’s a lifelong conversation partner that, well, might Transform the Way
You Think and Feel About Everything. This book is not a dense, heavy, academic read; it might
just make you want to open your Bible again with fresh eyes.
And of course, along with all three of these writers I’d encourage you to pick up your Bible
and read it – not just over summer, but any time. And maybe, for a change, don’t read it expecting answers or explanations. Just imagine that you’re reading it for the first time. It’s not a
dense, heavy, academic read; it might just make you want to open it up and read it again with
fresh eyes.
Grace and peace be with you as the days grow warm and the sun shines longer….
Pastor Paul
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Epiphany Breakfast at Smiy’
Smiy’s - Third Wed. of the Month - 9 am
Come on out to Smiy’s on Pembina at Kirkbridge every third Wednesday of
the month. Feel free to bring a friend too and enjoy &me together.
—————–—————————
Quil&ng Group - Second & Fourth Tue. of the Month - 10:3010:30- 3:00
Join the quil&ng group Tuesdays from 10:30 – 3:00 pm for some fun and
quil&ng. This will con&nue in the summer months.
—————–—————————
Epiphany Bible Study (ELW) September 3, 7:00 pm
First Tuesday of the Month 7:00 pm
The Women's Bible Study (ELW) group will meet in September again. If you
haven’t been out yet, consider giving it a try. It is a great &me for women to
connect. The study this year will be on Mee&ng Jesus.

Ride for Refuge: Saturday, October 5, 2019.
It’s time to dust off the bikes and get in a few kilometers in
preparation for the Ride for Refuge. The Ride for Refuge is an
annual fundraiser in support of the Urban in West End Winnipeg. This will be the third year our congregation is participating. You can participate either by cycling 10, 25, or 50 km or
walking 5 km or pledging to support someone who is. There
will be more details and meeting of interested walkers/riders
following in September. https://rideforrefuge.org/location/winnipeg

Compassionate Caregivers - Coﬀee Klatch
The next lunch and learn event will be held Saturday, June 15 at 11:30 am Epiphany Lutheran Church.
We will have a presenta&on by Krista Clendenning from Tradi&on Law who will speak to Wills, Power
of Aorney and Health Care Direc&ves. This is valuable informa&on for caregivers and applicable to
most people par&cularly seniors. The session is open to all. In order to plan numbers for lunch
please RSVP to Vea in the church oﬃce by Thurs. June 13th if you would like to aend. Any ques&ons please contact me. Mark Sat. Sept. 14th in your calendar for our next lunch and learn.
Speaker TBA.

Blessing of bikes and other wheeled things!

The ELCIC Na&onal Conven&on is taking place this year in Regina, from July 11-13, under the
theme Called to Journey Together: The Ministry of Reconciliaon. Judy Dikemma will be
aending as one of approximately 20 delegates from the MNO Synod and 150 from across the
ELCIC; please remember Judy, all the delegates, and the ELCIC in your prayers.
Watch for more informa&on in the weeks to come.

Birthdays and Anniversaries!
At the beginning of worship on the last Sunday of each month, we will
invite anyone who is marking a special event – birthdays,
anniversaries, graduation, etc. - to make a donation to our Noah's Ark
birthday bank. Donations will be used to help support youth
ministry at Epiphany.

On Sunday, June 16th, we’ll have a Blessing of Bikes and Other Wheeled Things,
as we give thanks and ask God’s blessings on our travel and play in these coming
summer months. Everyone is invited to bring their wheels – bikes, skateboards,
scooters, strollers, etc. - or a symbol of their wheels, like pedals, helmets, or bells,
and we’ll gather them all together for this special occasion!

Epiphany on Social Media!
We’re on Facebook (Epiphany Winnipeg), Instagram
(@epiphanywinnipeg), and Twitter (@epiphanywpg).
Check in and follow us to keep up on some news about
Epiphany, the Synod, and the church
throughout the world.

FiIh Annual Giveaway Event – October 26, 2019
“From Our Closet to Yours”
Yours”
This is your monthly reminder about the FiIh Annual Giveaway Event which is happening Saturday
morning, October 26. Storage Room #1 will be available for your dona&ons aIer May 30. Please store
your items at home un&l that date. Perhaps you could encourage your friends and family to start
gathering dona&ons but hold on to them for another month. Here is a list of items that can be donated. We would like to remind everyone that all items should be clean and gently used:
•

Toys, children’s books, games,

•

Children’s clothing, boots and shoes

•

Bikes, trikes, wagons and strollers

•

Bedding, towels, and all household linens

•

Adult shoes and boots

•

Winter outdoor clothing, including coats, scarves, mis, gloves, toques and caps

•

Dishes, cutlery, glassware, pots and pans and small working appliances like toasters, irons,
keles, crockpots and coﬀee makers

•

Decora&ve items, including picture frames, vases, ornaments and knickknacks

•

CraI supplies, school supplies, costumes, sta&onery and Christmas and holiday decora&ons

•

Jewelry, purses, wallets, knapsacks, sports bags and suitcases

•

DVDs, CDs, gaming systems, computers, monitors

•

Spor&ng goods, including skates, balls, sleds, protec&ve equipment and hockey s&cks

•

Camping equipment

•

Teenage clothing, especially hoodies, jerseys and jeans

•

Adult clothing

•

Furniture accessories, such as lamps, stools, hassocks, cushions, TV tables, small end tables, microwaves, storage bins, waste paper baskets, and shelves. Please do not donate large furniture
items as it is too diﬃcult to move such items up and down the stairs.

*Please note that we cannot accept adult hard cover books. Some books can be donated to the Children’s Hospital Book Sale at St. Vital Centre but please check their website as they do not accept all
books.

Do you know anyone hosting an event or meeting?
Our Facility at Epiphany Lutheran Church can accommodate a variety of events. Do you
know anyone who is looking for space for :

Birthday Party
Anniversary Party
Wedding
Baptism

Business Function
Showers
Fitness / Yoga
Cooking Classes

Please contact the Epiphany Oﬃce for further informa&on and pricing at 204-269-2661
or email the oﬃce at oﬃce@epiphanychurch.ca. You can also have a look on our website www.epiphanychurch.ca/ourwww.epiphanychurch.ca/our-facility/

Soul Sisters Brunch
Thanks to everyone who aended the annual Soul Sisters Brunch on May 11th. We had 80 aendees
who where treated to a morning of fellowship and laughter! Special thanks to our speaker, Kris Taylor
who shared her story: how someone who claimed she would never enter the ministry and who
feared hospitals became a hospital chaplain. Kris inspired us to share our own story, to celebrate our
giIs and use them to be a blessing!
$885 dollars was raised between the brunch and bake sale which will be used to assist Epiphany
youth in aending the 2020 CLAY gathering in Calgary, Alberta. Thank you for your dona&on!
Mark down Saturday, May 9th for next years event! If you would like to get involved in planning
please see us. Many hands, make light work!
Thanks, Monica Deck and Gale Schultz

Quil&ng Group
As we are on a roll, we have decided to again con&nue throughout the summer months.
As always, we meet every second and fourth Tuesday of each month from 10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
You can choose to arrive or leave any &me within those hours. If staying over the noon hour, please
bring your lunch.

**We cannot accept children’s car seats that are past the expiry date on the back of the seat.
Thank you once again for your ongoing support.
Maureen, Monica and Gale

We would be happy to have any pre-teen or teenagers join us once school is done. Feel free also to
invite a friend (or Mom or Grandma) to make it more fun. A couple of years ago, we had a group of
Girl Guides earn their badges and they made 4 baby blankets within the hour. They really enjoyed it
and we enjoyed them. Have a happy and safe summer everyone.
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Children at Worship
To the parents and grandparents of our young children, may we
suggest...Relax! God put the wiggle and curiosity in children; don’t feel you have
to suppress it. All are welcome! Quietly explain the Liturgy to your children.
To the members of our community: The presence of children is a gift to the
church and a reminder that our community is growing. Please welcome our
children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. Remember that the
way we welcome children in the church directly affects the way they respond to
the Church, to Christ, and to one another. Let them know they are home!

Please Note: Sunday School Starts in September date TBA
Have a great summer!

Mentorship is an effective strategy to pass on expertise and help others build a better career

in business.
"The second pillar, Mentorship, involves our senior executive team working with women in business to
provide insights on topical subjects and complex business challenges," says Andrea Lochhead, Scotiabank
District Vice-President for the Winnipeg East District.
One of four Prairie region representatives for The Scotiabank Women Initiative, Lochhead has built a career in
the financial industry over the last
years. She started out as a part-time teller while working on her
bachelor of Science degree with an eye to studying medicine.
"I realized that banking was really my passion and that people are very under-educated in finances," she
says. "Growing up, we don't get a financial education and yet, what a banker can do for our financial health
is just as important as what a doctor can do for our physical health. I saw how important is to educate our
customers around finances." Lochhead completed her science degree and went on to earn an MBA. Over
time, she climbed up the career ladder, working in a variety of roles in all aspects of the industry and
becoming a Vice President at 27 years old. She joined Scotiabank in early 2018 and is responsible for the
region that includes Winnipeg East, eastern Manitoba and parts of western Ontario. Lochhead knows the
value of the mentorship The Scotiabank Women initiative offers. She had several key mentors along the way,
including the bank manager who hired her at age 21 as an assistant manager.
"I needed help and I didn't know the answer, I went to her assuming she would just tell me so I could
continue working and resolve my situation," she recalls.
That experience demonstrated
to Lochhead how important a sense of empowerment can be, and she's tried to pass it on.
"I wouldn't be as successful if I had not had great mentors," she says. "And it's why I'm so passionate about
The Scotiabank Women Initiative, because some women just need a little
bit more help creating a network with more people supporting or guiding
them." Mentorship is being offered through the Advisory Board, while
Education is being offered through locally

Lochhead emphasizes that the initiative is not about Scotiabank; many
speakers are from outside businesses. It's really about getting the best
information and resources out to women. That includes enthusiastic
speakers on such areas as taxation and succession, wealth planning,
starting and expanding a business, and using social media for promotion,
branding and marketing.
The best mentors are the ones who are excited to get to work every day,
and Scotiabank is bringing them to women in business."I love what I do
and that's why I would never be anything but a people leader," says
Lochhead. "If you
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