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AND SUPPOSING HIM TO BE THE GARDENER….
One of my favourite stories in Scripture in the account of Jesus’ resurrecon in the Gospel of John. The way
John tells it, Mary Magdalene comes to the tomb and ﬁnds that Jesus’ body isn’t there, and of course she’s distraught
and confused. Only moments later she encounters Jesus outside the tomb but doesn’t recognize him; she assumes
he’s the gardener and asks whether he might be able to tell her where Jesus’ body is. Then he calls her by name and
her eyes are opened to recognize her dear friend and her teacher.
We all know where the story goes from there – more or less – but what always grabs my a'enon is that
Mary thought Jesus was the gardener. A few years ago a friend of mine pondered aloud why that might be, and it
dawned on me then that maybe Mary thought Jesus was the gardener because Jesus was…gardening. You know, on
his hands and knees pulling some early spring weeds or deciding to leave the weeds alone; maybe he was digging in
the dirt and taking up a handful of fresh soil and breathing deeply of that cool morning earthy aroma; maybe he
watched some earthworms wiggling around and working the soil, doing some gardening of their own. Mary saw
someone in gardening gloves and a worn out ball cap and assumed it was the gardener, but she soon saw that it was
Jesus, risen and living for her, and risen and living for this creaon (even for this cosmos; that’s the Greek word used
in John 3:16: “For God so loved the cosmos!”).
It’s a great image for us this me of year. Gardeners are planning what they’ll plant this season (not before
the May long weekend, or course), farmers are preparing equipment and seeds for seeding – and clearing their
schedules for long long days – and even us non-gardeners and non-farmers are watching the trees bud and the crocuses arrive and the dandelions make their appearance in the garden of creaon. Jesus the gardener is out there nurturing and enjoying it all; the risen Jesus is the gardening Jesus.
Over the past year or so you might have noced a few small “green” iniaves taking shape here at Epiphany.
We’ve been encouraging one another to bring along a mug from home for coﬀee a;er church, and I know that at
least one or two people who prepare the coﬀee will take up mugs from the kitchen when it’s their turn. People are
signing up to take a monthly turn at gathering up our recycling, and we’ve just started using a diﬀerent bullen format that will cut down on the paper we use for our Sunday worship. It’s all small steps taken to keep some more of
the trees in the garden and to keep from clu'ering up the garden with cast-oﬀs and le;overs. We’re hoping to keep
on with some of these plans in the coming year; more small steps to care for the garden where we join Jesus in this
work of tending and enjoying this gi; of creaon.
I love that story of the resurrecon in John, for as the risen Jesus greets us in the garden we are reminded of
how much God loves this world, this whole creaon. And it reminds us that our gardening, our seeding, even our baby steps - like sorng the recycling or cu=ng the bullen in half – and our simple enjoyment of this world around us,
are ways that we share in the work of Jesus the gardener.
Grace and peace be with you as the garden keeps coming to life in these weeks to come.
Pastor Paul
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Epiphany Breakfast at Smi'y’
Smi'y’s
Third Wed. of the Month - 9 am
Come on out to Smi'y’s on Pembina at Kirkbridge every
third Wednesday of the month. Feel free to bring a
friend too and enjoy me together.
—————–—————————
Quilng Group - Second & Fourth Tue.
of the Month - 10:3010:30- 3:00
Join the quilng group Tuesdays from 10:30 – 3:00 pm
for some fun and quilng.
—————–—————————Epiphany Bible Study (ELW)
First Tuesday of the Month 7:00 pm
Women's Bible Study (ELW) group meet at 7:00 pm in
the library every ﬁrst Tuesday of the month. If you haven’t been out yet, consider giving it a try. It is a great me
for women to connect.
Birthdays and Anniversaries!
At the beginning of worship on the last Sunday of each month, we will
invite anyone who is marking a special event – birthdays,
anniversaries, graduation, etc. - to make a donation to our Noah's Ark
birthday bank. Donations will be used to help support youth
ministry at Epiphany.

THANKTHANK-YOU TO CAROL RUCHOTZKE
Epiphany Lutheran Church joins the Urban in thanking Carol Ruchotzke for her seven years of leadership of the
Epiphany Meal Team.
The team provided meals every fourth Wednesday of the month. Carol always sent us e-mails to remind us that
“this was the week to make a crockpot”. Carol, as the leader would make a crockpot every month and the
months when an extra crockpot was required, she would prepare that also. She led by example. On those cold
stormy wintery Wednesdays Carol was the one to pick up the crockpots, servers, bread, fruit and deliver them
all safe and sound to the Urban on Arlington. A;er serving up the delicious food she helped clean up and then
drove everyone home. She always did it with a smile and a joke and inspired the rest of us. During the summer
Carol would take on making hot dogs for the hundred or more people who came for a meal. This was as a
change of menu from the crockpots. This selﬂess act gave the rest of us a break.
Carol we will all miss your smile, your laugh and your dedicaon. We pray that the people who beneﬁt from your
future endeavors will be as thankful as the people at the Urban.
Thanks also to the eight members of Epiphany who showed up to the April 28th meeng with the intent of connuing on with our long-standing commitment of providing meals to the people of the Urban community in
West End Winnipeg. To allow some ﬂexibility when people go on vacaon, are sick etc we ideally need 3-4 more
people.
If you weren't able to a'end April 28th, but are interested in joining this very fun group of people, call Lorna
Oberholtzer: 204-897-1263, or Marlaine Willborn: 204-478-4448

Donaons for Gi; Bags
Summer is nearly here and for some of you, that means that you will be traveling. By now, you know what I am
going to say next:
If you stay in a hotel where there are small bo'les of shampoo, condioner, and loon, as well as bars of
soap, please bring them home and save them for our Urban project. All donaons can be le; on the table in the
narthex and I will happily collect and store them. In December, all your donaons will be assembled into gi;
bags and then distributed at The Urban. Last year we made over 70 bags, all stuﬀed to the top, and
these gi;s were appreciated so much. Many of you have already brought in these supplies for me, so
thank you and …. Keep up the Good Work!
Thanks Maureen Monson

Epiphany on Social Media!
We’re on Facebook (Epiphany Winnipeg), Instagram
(@epiphanywinnipeg), and Twitter (@epiphanywpg).
Check in and follow us to keep up on some news about
Epiphany, the Synod, and the church
throughout the world.

Lutheran Theological Seminary
(LTS) informaon night
LTS, our seminary in Saskatoon,
will be holding an informaon
night at Faith Lutheran on the
evening of Wednesday, May
22nd, at 7:00 p.m. Dr. Bill Harrison, president of the seminary,
will be with us to speak about
signiﬁcant challenges and changes in the life of this place that is
so important for our church.
We’re all invited and encouraged
to a'end.

Fi;h Annual Giveaway Event – October 26, 2019
“From Our Closet to Yours”
Yours”
This is your monthly reminder about the Fi;h Annual Giveaway Event which is happening Saturday
morning, October 26. Storage Room #1 will be available for your donaons a;er May 30. Please store
your items at home unl that date. Perhaps you could encourage your friends and family to start
gathering donaons but hold on to them for another month. Here is a list of items that can be donated. We would like to remind everyone that all items should be clean and gently used:
•

Toys, children’s books, games,

•

Children’s clothing, boots and shoes

•

Bikes, trikes, wagons and strollers

•

Bedding, towels, and all household linens

•

Adult shoes and boots

•

Winter outdoor clothing, including coats, scarves, mi's, gloves, toques and caps

•

Dishes, cutlery, glassware, pots and pans and small working appliances like toasters, irons,
ke'les, crockpots and coﬀee makers

•

Decorave items, including picture frames, vases, ornaments and knickknacks

•

Cra; supplies, school supplies, costumes, staonery and Christmas and holiday decoraons

•

Jewelry, purses, wallets, knapsacks, sports bags and suitcases

•

DVDs, CDs, gaming systems, computers, monitors

•

Sporng goods, including skates, balls, sleds, protecve equipment and hockey scks

•

Camping equipment

•

Teenage clothing, especially hoodies, jerseys and jeans

•

Adult clothing

•

Furniture accessories, such as lamps, stools, hassocks, cushions, TV tables, small end tables, microwaves, storage bins, waste paper baskets, and shelves. Please do not donate large furniture
items as it is too diﬃcult to move such items up and down the stairs.

*Please note that we cannot accept adult hard cover books. Some books can be donated to the Children’s Hospital Book Sale at St. Vital Centre but please check their website as they do not accept all
books.

Do you know anyone hosting an event or meeting?
Our Facility at Epiphany Lutheran Church can accommodate a variety of events. Do you
know anyone who is looking for space for :

Birthday Party
Anniversary Party
Wedding
Baptism

Business Function
Showers
Fitness / Yoga
Cooking Classes

Please contact the Epiphany Oﬃce for further informaon and pricing at 204-269-2661
or email the oﬃce at oﬃce@epiphanychurch.ca. You can also have a look on our website www.epiphanychurch.ca/ourwww.epiphanychurch.ca/our-facility/

Compassionate Caregivers - Coﬀee Klatch
Come and join us on Thursday, May 16 at 2:00 pm for support and conversaon. at Epiphany. If you
are a caregiver come and connect with other caregivers and enjoy a coﬀee/tea and snack.
Informaon will be shared on Medicaon Safety in the Older Adult along with some discussion. No
fee - just come and exhale or to learn more about medicaon safety.

Local Health Involvement Group Recruitment
Recruitment is underway for volunteers for the WRHA’s Local Health Involvement Groups.
The groups are made up of community members who explore, provide public perspecves, and ideas
to ensure that health care services meet the needs of everyone in the Winnipeg health region.
Meengs are held 6 mes per year (starng in September) and you sign up for a 3 year term. Transportaon and caregiving assistance can be arranged.

**We cannot accept children’s car seats that are past the expiry date on the back of the seat.

For more informaon and to apply click on this link h'p://www.wrha.mb.ca/about/engagement/lhig/
index.php

Thank you once again for your ongoing support.

Deadline for applicaons is Friday, May 24, 2019 for terms that begin in September.

Maureen, Monica and Gale

For further informaon please contact Colleen Schneider at cschneider1@wrha.mb.ca or 204 8037294.

Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

WCLC 7:307:30-9:30 in Library

Girl Guides 6:306:30-8:30 pm

Women’
Women’s FREE Fitness

Private Booking 6:30-7:30

(Lower Level)

8:30—
8:30—9:30 am (lower)

(Lower Level)

Private Booking 6:306:30-8

4--11 Lower Level
Private Booking 4

(Lower Level)

Private Booking 1010-2 Sanctuary

5

6

7

8

9

Worship 1010-11

WCLC Dance Class 77-9 pm

WCLC 7:307:30-9:30 in Library

Private Booking 6:30
6:30--8

Bapsm

Private Booking 6:30
6:30--8

Epiphany Bible Study 7 pm
(Library)

Private Booking 6:30-7:30

WCLC 1212-4

(Lower Level)

Private Booking 5
5--9(Lower Level)

(Lower Level)

3

Saturday
4

10

11

(Lower Level)

WCLC 7:307:30-9:30 in Library

Soul Sisters 9:30

17

18

Private Booking 66-8

Youth & Campus Service at St. St.
Paul’
Paul’s Steinbach 4 pm followed by
supper

(Sanctuary)

12

13

14

15

16

Worship 1010-11

WCLC Dance Class 77-9 pm

5--9(Lower Level)
Private Booking 5

Epiphany Breakfast 9-10 am

Coﬀee Klatch 1:30
1:30--3:30

Communion

Private Booking 6:306:30-8

Private Booking 66-8

WCLC 7:307:30-9:30 in Library

(Lower Level)

Palm Sunday

(Lower Level)

(Sanctuary)

Private Booking 6:30-7:30

Girl Guides 6:306:30-8:30 pm

Quilting 10:30-3

(Narthex)

(Lower Level)

WCLC 1212-4

Private Booking 6:306:30-8
(Lower Level)
19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Worship 1010-11

WCLC Dance Class 77-9 pm

Council Meeng 6:30 (oﬃce)

WCLC 7:307:30-9:30 in Library

Girl Guides 6:306:30-8:30 pm

WCLC 7:307:30-9:30 in Library

Women’
Women’s FREE Fitness

Easter Sunday

Epiphany Oﬃce Closed

Private Booking 5
5--9(Lower Level)

Private Booking 6:30-7:30

(Lower Level)

Private Booking 66-8

(Lower Level)

Private Booking 6:306:30-8

WCLC 1212-4

8:30—
8:30—9:30 am (Lower)

(Lower Level)

(Sanctuary)

27

28

29

30

31

Worship 1010-11

Book Study Wind Up 6:00
6:00--9:00

Private Booking 5
5--9(Lower Level)

WCLC 7:307:30-9:30 in Library

Private Booking 6:30
6:30--8

Private Booking 9
9--2 am

Communion

WCLC Dance Class 77-9 pm

Private Booking 66-8

Private Booking 6:30-7:30

(Lower Level)

(Sanctuary)

Birthday Bank

Private Booking 6:30
6:30--8

(Sanctuary)

(Lower Level)

4--9:30
Private Booking 4

(Lower Level)

Quilting 10:30-3

26

Bapsm

(Lower Level)
WCLC 1212-4

Fridays and
Saturdays are
Pastor Paul
Regular Days Oﬀ

My name is Tianna Innes and I've been a'ending Epiphany since I was about
12. I have always enjoyed spending me with kids and have been part of the
Sunday School team on and oﬀ for years. I'm currently teaching the Grade 4-6
class, which has been a lot of fun.

Children at Worship
To the parents and grandparents of our young children, may we
suggest...Relax! God put the wiggle and curiosity in children; don’t feel you have
to suppress it. All are welcome! Quietly explain the Liturgy to your children.
To the members of our community: The presence of children is a gift to the
church and a reminder that our community is growing. Please welcome our
children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. Remember that the
way we welcome children in the church directly affects the way they respond to
the Church, to Christ, and to one another. Let them know they are home!

On the last Sunday the children will join the rest of the
congregaon to parcipate in the full service.
Please Note: the children will join the service on May 26.

Attention Youth!
Youth and Campus Services for 20182018-2019
May 5, 2019 – St Paul’s, Steinbach
Service at 4:00 followed by supper..

I spend my free me relaxing with my husband Brendan and our pets, seeing
family, ge=ng together with friends, and working out. I like reading, cycling,
gardening and escape rooms. I work as a school psychologist in the inner city
area of Winnipeg, which is a busy but rewarding job. My husband and I go to
our cabin on Black Sturgeon Lake as o;en as we can. We are expecng a baby
in August and are feeling very
blessed.
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