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SAY TO THE COLDNESS, “WE BEG TO DIFFER!”*

A few nights ago Val and I went to The Forks for a concert by Terje Isungset, a Norwegian musician
who plays instruments that he has made enrely of ice – Red River ice, in this case. The concert was great,
quirky, unique and stunning, but what really struck us that night was how cold it was…and how many people
didn’t really seem to be bothered by how cold it was. It was -27, and a light wind made it feel colder; it was
the kind of night when you might think that sane people should be at home under blankets or si+ng by a
ﬁre.
But thousands of people at The Forks that night thought otherwise. The parking lots were full, and
crowds of people streamed through the grounds. Hundreds ﬁlled the outdoor theatre constructed just for
the concert, families and couples and singles skated along the river, small crowds gathered around large
ﬁres, people walked their dogs, and I saw at least four cyclists happily cruising by as the evening unfolded.
No one seemed to be bothered by the cold. It was as thought thousands of people came out that night to
say to the coldness, “We beg to diﬀer! Sure, it’s cold, but the cold can’t keep us down; the cold can’t shut
down our city. Sure, it’s cold, but we’ll stand up and be strong in the cold.”
Now I’ll confess that I might have kind of a rosy view of this because I honestly do love the cold and
the snow of winter. But I do think there’s something profound about the sight of all those people who won’t
be kept home by the cold. In the heart of January, it’s a bit of Easter, when life says to death, “I beg to
diﬀer;” when hope says to despair, “I beg to diﬀer;” when God says to all the powers of death, “I beg to
diﬀer.” Or when people who won’t let their hope be taken away join together and say the darkness, or to
the cold, “We beg to diﬀer.”
Maybe our life as the church is as simple as saying, “We beg to diﬀer.” When you sit down for a meal
with a friend or have coﬀee together a:er worship, you’re saying to the loneliness, “We beg to diﬀer.”
When you make eye contact or share even a brief conversaon with a stranger on the street you’re saying
to the isolaon, “We beg to diﬀer.” When you visit someone who is sick, or befriend someone who is alone,
or share what you have with others…. How many ways are there that we all say, “We beg to diﬀer?”
I invite you to ponder this as winter connues and as we wait for the light and the warmth to return,
as we know they will. And remember that God’s ﬁnal word in the face of anything that tries to sﬂe hope
and love and life is a simple word: “I beg to diﬀer.” And God’s hope and love and life will always have the
ﬁnal say.
Grace and peace be with you all,
Pastor Paul
* You might recognize the title – It’s a borrowed and modified version of “Say to the Darkness, We Beg to Differ,” a
classic work by Canadian theologian, writer, and activist Mary Jo Leddy.

Epiphany Lutheran Church:
Our Vision: To make Christ known through a caring Christian community that has an active, vibrant worship and ongoing learning that inspires faith and service in all people.
Our Mission: Encouraging Spiritual Growth, a Community for All

Epiphany Breakfast at Smi?y’
Smi?y’s
Third Wed. of the Month - 9 am
Come on out to Smi?y’s on Pembina at Kirkbridge every third
Wednesday of the month. Feel free to bring a friend too and
enjoy me together.
—————–—————————
Quilng Group - Second & Fourth Tue.
of the Month - 10:3010:30- 3:00
Join the quilng group Tuesdays from 10:30 – 3:00 pm for some
fun and quilng.
—————–—————————Epiphany Bible Study (ELW) First Tuesday of the Month 7:00 pm
Women's Bible Study (ELW) group meet at 7:00 pm in the library
every ﬁrst Tuesday of the month. If you haven’t been out yet,
consider giving it a try. It is a great me for women to connect.
PRAYER REQUEST - Pastor Donna Smalley

Epiphany Book Study – Feb. 11, 7 pm
You’re invited to join us on Monday, February 11th, at 7:00 p.m., as we begin reading
Everything Happens for a Reason: and Other Lies I’ve Loved, by Kate Bowler (a Winnipegger!). It’s a thought-provoking and
somemes heartstring-tugging book about
Dr. Bowler’s experience with terminal illness and the responses of those around
her. We’ll meet for 5 or 6 sessions, likely
every other week. Come along for some
good conversaon and company!

Annual Meeng - March 3, 2019
Our annual meeng is going to be on March 3, 2019, a:er
an abbreviated worship service. Reports from the team
leaders must be submi?ed by January 25, 2019 to the oﬃce
at oﬃce@epiphanychurch.ca

Pastor Donna is scheduled for major surgery, an Esophagectomy, on February 26th, at HSC. Her esophagus
will be removed and her stomach pulled up and reshaped to form both esophagus and stomach. The surgery
will take 8 hours. On the advice of the doctors, Pastor Donna now has to avoid crowds and gatherings of
people [eg. Sunday worship], to try to avoid picking up a ﬂu or cold. Please remember Pastor Donna in your
prayers, as she prepares for surgery.

Birthdays and Anniversaries!
At the beginning of worship on the last Sunday of each month, we will invite
anyone who is marking a special event – birthdays, anniversaries, graduation, etc. - to make a donation to our Noah's Ark birthday bank. Donations
will be used to help support youth ministry at Epiphany.

Epiphany on Social Media!
We’re on Facebook (Epiphany Winnipeg), Instagram
(@epiphanywinnipeg), and Twitter (@epiphanywpg).
Check in and follow us to keep up on some news about
Epiphany, the Synod, and the church
throughout the world.

Compassionate Caregivers

Giveaway Event Survey

The Compassionate Caregivers held a lunch &
learn on Dec. 8 with the Manitoba Institute for
Patient Safety (MIPS) presenting on their The
Right to Ask and Patient Advocacy
programs. Information was shared on how to
prepare for a doctors appointment or meeting
with care providers/team. The Patient Advocacy
program allows individuals to select an advocate
to attend medical appointments, review test
results, etc. if needed. Please see Gale Schultz if
you would like more information on these
programs or visit the MIPS website
www.mips.ca

Thanks to the Giveaway volunteers who
completed the post event survey! We received
some wonderful feedback - everyone agrees that
this is a very worthwhile community event and
continuing on an annual basis was
recommended. There were many positive
comments related to working together and the
fellowship amongst the volunteers along with
the joy in seeing the happy, smiling faces of our
community members who took part in the
event. There was also some feedback for
improvements which will be taken into account
in the planning for 2019. Stay tuned for more
info and the date of the next event. Please store
your giveaway items at home until our plans
have been developed.

Our next lunch & learn is scheduled for March
16 at 11:30 am at Mary Mother of the Church
with the Alzheimer's Society presenting on their
Thanks, Maureen Monson, Gale Schultz and
support programs for caregivers.
Monica Deck

Do you know anyone hosting an event or meeting?
Our Facility at Epiphany Lutheran Church can accommodate a variety of events. Do you
know anyone who is looking for space for :

Birthday Party
Anniversary Party
Wedding
Baptism

Business Function
Showers
Fitness / Yoga
Cooking Classes

Please contact the Epiphany Oﬃce for further informaon and pricing at 204-269-2661
or email the oﬃce at oﬃce@epiphanychurch.ca. You can also have a look on our website www.epiphanychurch.ca/ourwww.epiphanychurch.ca/our-facility/
This is a belated thank you to everyone who contributed
their sample soaps, shampoos, loons and so many other
health and beauty supplies during this last year. This year we
ﬁlled 75 good sized bags and they were distributed to clients
at the Urban before Christmas. These gi:s are truly appreciated and I am grateful to all of you for supporng this project. Making up these gi:s has been part of our Christmas
tradion for many years and we could not do it without the
generosity of our congregaon. You can connue to bring in
extra supplies from your trips anyme during the year and
leave them in the box on the table in the narthex.
Maureen Monson
P.S The dog did not help ﬁll the bags but she hates to be le:
out of any family tradion so she had to be in the photo.

Epiphany Constitution Update:
The Council is proposing to update and replace Epiphany’s constitution based
on a current ELCIC model with some changes. Two congregational votes are
required to effect the change. The first vote will be at the March 3, 2019 annual
meeting. Copies for review are available from the office.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

WCLC 7:307:30-9:30 in Library

Women’
Women’s FREE Fitness
8:30—
8:30—9:30 am (lower)
Private Booking 1010-6 Set Up

Pastor Paul Away

Pastor Paul Away

3 Pastor Paul Away

4

5

6

7

8

9

Worship 1010-11

WCLC Dance Class 77-9 pm

Private Booking 5:305:30-8:30

WCLC 1010-11:30 in Library

Girl Guides 6:306:30-8:30 pm

WCLC 7:307:30-9:30 in Library

Women’
Women’s FREE Fitness

Communion

(Narthex)

(Lower Level)

WCLC 7:307:30-8:30 in Library

(Lower Level)

WCLC 1212-5

WCLC Dance Class 77-9 pm

WCLC 8:308:30-9:30 in Worship

Group Conﬁrmaon 11-3 @ St.
Mark's

(Narthex)

Private Booking 6 –9 Set Up Private Booking 1212-4
WCLC 66-9:30 in Lower level

Women’
Women’s Bible Study 7pm
(Library )

Private Booking 3:30–
3:30– 9:30

8:30—
8:30—9:30 am (Narthex)

Synod Youth Retreat

Synod Youth Retreat

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Worship 1010-11

WCLC Dance Class 77-9 pm

Private Booking 5:305:30-8:30

WCLC 1010-11:30 in Library

Girl Guides 6:306:30-8:30 pm

WCLC 7:307:30-9:30 in Library

Women’
Women’s FREE Fitness

WCLC 1212-5

(Narthex)

(Lower Level)

WCLC 7:307:30-8:30 in Library

(Lower Level)

WCLC Dance Class 77-9 pm

WCLC 8:308:30-9:30 in Worship

8:30—
8:30—10:30 am (Lower)

(Narthex)

Brunch Set Up 11:00

Quilting 10:30-3

Synod Youth Retreat
17

18

Worship 1010-11
Communion

19

20

21

22

23

Council Meeng 6:30 (oﬃce) Private Booking 5:305:30-8:30

Epiphany Breakfast 99-10 am

Girl Guides 6:306:30-8:30 pm

WCLC 7:307:30-9:30 in Library

Women’
Women’s FREE Fitness

WCLC Dance Class 77-9 pm

(Lower Level)

WCLC 1010-11:30 in Library

(Lower Level)

Group Conﬁrmaon 11-3 Faith (Narthex)

WCLC Dance Class 77-9 pm

WCLC 7:307:30-8:30 in Library

Altar Guild Brunch 1111-1

(Narthex)

WCLC 8:308:30-9:30 in Worship

8:30—
8:30—9:30 am (Lower)

WCLC 1212-5
24

25

26

27

28

Worship 1010-11

WCLC Dance Class 77-9 pm

Private Booking 5:305:30-8:30

WCLC 1010-11:30 in Library

Girl Guides 6:306:30-8:30 pm

Birthday Bank

(Narthex)

(Lower Level)

WCLC 7:307:30-8:30 in Library

(Lower Level)

WCLC Dance Class 77-9 pm

WCLC 8:308:30-9:30 in Worship

WCLC 1212-5

(Narthex)
Quilting 10:30-3

Fridays and Saturdays are
Fridays and Saturdays are
Pastor Paul Regular Days Oﬀ Pastor Paul Regular Days Oﬀ

Sunday School Is in Need of Adult Pen Pals
The Sunday School is looking for adult pen pals from
the congregation to exchange letters during the
month of March for our Lenten ministry project.
Contact Tianna Innes for more information or to sign
up. 204-793-2005 or email tianna_d@hotmail.com.
Deadline to register is
February 17th.

Hi, my name is Jacqueline Kaniaris. I go to Ecole St Avila. I just turned 9!
I like spend me with family and playing games with them. I also go to Tauber music
school. I play the piano.
When I was in grade 3 we did origami, we even went to the Japanese cultural center. I
love going to the Forks. I love Jenna Rae cakes!

On the last Sunday the children will join the rest of the
congregaon to parcipate in the full service.
February 24, 2019

Children at Worship
To the parents and grandparents of our young children, may we
suggest...Relax! God put the wiggle and curiosity in children; don’t feel you have to
suppress it. All are welcome! Quietly explain the Liturgy to your children.
To the members of our community: The presence of children is a gift to the
church and a reminder that our community is growing. Please welcome our
children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. Remember that the
way we welcome children in the church directly affects the way they respond to the
Church, to Christ, and to one another. Let them know they are home!

Attention Youth!
Youth and Campus Services for 20182018-2019
(First Sunday of the month at 6:30pm, unless otherwise noted)
February 8-10, 2019 MNO Youth Winter Retreat in Gimli
(informa on will be posted on the MNO event-page)
March 3, 2019 – Grace, Winnipeg
April 7, 2019 – St George’s Anglican, Winnipeg
May 5, 2019 – St Paul’s, Steinbach

My heritage is Greek, German a li?le Russian and a li?le ny bit of Ukraine. I like drawing
and ……VIDEO GAMES!!!!!!!!!!!!!! YEAAAAAAAAAAAAAHH
I like giving my mom a henna ta?oo (it is not a real ta?oo). I like to help my mom and enjoy running. My aune has a cabin and I like to go to the lake. That is what I like to do!
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Epiphany is located on Treaty No. 1 land, the tradional territory of the Anishnaabe,
Cree, Ojibway, Oji-Cree, and Dakota, and the homeland of the Mes Naon

