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WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Faithful God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace 

and go our own ways. 

We pass judgment on one another 

before examining ourselves. 

We place our own needs before those of our neighbours. 

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 

and turn us again to life in you 

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 

 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 

to do God’s work in the world. 

 

Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN - HERE I AM TO WORSHIP 

Light of the World 

You stepped down into darkness 

Open my eyes 

Let me see 

Beauty that made 

This heart adore You 

Hope of a life 

Spent with You 

 

Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

King of all days 

Oh, so highly exalted 

Glorious in Heaven above 

Humbly You came 

To the earth You created 

All for love's sake became poor 

 

Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 
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Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 
Words and Music: Tim Hughes (c) 2001 Thank You Music Used by permission under One License #A-729438 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

L The Lord be with you. 

 

C And also with you. 

 

L Let us pray…. 
 

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act 

courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us 

the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

Amen. 

L Please join me in reading the Psalm responsively by verse, beginning 

and ending with the refrain. 
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Psalm: Psalm 19 
 

Refrain: The commandment of the LORD gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 

19:8) 

 

 1The heavens declare the glory of God, 

  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 

 2One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts 

knowledge to another. 

 

 3Although they have no words or language, 

  and their voices are not heard, 

 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the 

ends of the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 

 

 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 

  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs 

about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning 

heat. R 

 

 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the 

eyes. 

 

 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 

  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine 

gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. R 

 

 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 

  and in keeping them there is great reward. 

 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
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  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 

 

 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not 

get dominion over me; 

  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 

 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable in your sight, 

  O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. R 

 

Refrain: The commandment of the LORD gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 

19:8) 

 

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-25 

A reading from 1 Corinthians 
 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 

debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 

wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to 

save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 

and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews 

and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For 

God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 

stronger than human strength. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 

Save us as you promised; we will trust your word. 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 

GOSPEL John 2:13-22 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 2nd chapter. 

 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the 

money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he 

drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He 

also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 

tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things 

out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His 

disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 

consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us 

for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has 

been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in 

three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he 

was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 

and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY – JESUS KEEP ME NEAR THE CROSS 

(ELW 335) 
 

Jesus, keep me near the cross, 

there's a precious fountain; 

free to all, a healing stream 

flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 

 

Refrain 

 In the cross, in the cross 

 be my glory ever; 

 till my ransomed soul shall find 

 rest beyond the river. 

 

Near the cross, a trembling soul, 

love and mercy found me; 

there the bright and morning star 

sheds its beams around me.  Refrain 

 

Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 

bring its scenes before me; 

help me walk from day to day 

with its shadow o'er me.  Refrain 

 

Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 

hoping, trusting ever, 

till I reach the golden strand 

just beyond the river.  Refrain 
 

Performance © Copyright 2018 by Nathan Drake, Reawaken Hymns Text: Fanny J. Crosby. Music: William H. Doane. Public Domain 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

Generous God, you provide all that we need. Strengthen the faith of your 

church, that we would learn to trust in you alone. Guide us in ways of 
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generosity and compassion, that we might share your gifts and your love 

with all those around us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation, and provide 

leaders in the struggle for clean air and water. Protect creatures and 

crops that rely on healthy ecosystems, and give us the willingness to 

repent and change our ways when our way of life pollutes the earth and 

skies. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Fill the leaders of our country, our province, and our community with a 

longing for peace and mercy. Stir them up to defend the vulnerable and 

to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are 

vulnerable and give courage to all who are suffering. Be with refugees, 

those with addictions, and those in prison. Watch over all those who are 

ill, especially Gord Muth and all those we name before you now….. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You give the gift of rest so that all creation can be renewed and 

refreshed. Watch over those who are overworked; help us all to know 

that as you rested on the seventh day, so we too are free to rest. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this 

congregation and our leaders, so that we might follow Christ beyond our 

own habits and comfort. Give us wisdom as we make decisions in light 

of changing restrictions. Open us to new possibilities, give us hope even 

in the face of an unknown future, and clear out anything in our common 
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life that would keep us from loving and serving our neighbour. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank 

you for all the martyrs whose witness reveals the power of the cross, and 

thank you for all those we have known whose faith continues to inspire 

us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN – COME TO THE TABLE (ELW 481) 

Come to the table of mercy,  

prepared with the wine and the bread. 

All who are hungry and thirsty,  

come, and your souls will be fed. 

Come at the Lord’s invitation; 

receive from his nail scarred hand. 

Eat of the bread of salvation; 

drink of the blood of the Lamb. 
Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942 Music: Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956 Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, 

admin. Word Music; and Word Music Reprinted under CCLI License #114187902 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

Merciful God, you open wide your hand 

and satisfy the need of every living thing. 

You have set this feast before us: 

Open our hands to receive it; Open our hearts to embrace it; 

Open our lives to live it, that we may come to the help of all in need. 
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We pray this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
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Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Even in different places and even in different times we are gathered into 

one by the Holy Spirit. So as one people, we pray as Jesus taught: 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen.  
 

WE SHARE COMMUNION TOGETHER 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Christ Jesus, 

at this table we have feasted on your very life 

and are strengthened for our journey. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

nourished in body and in spirit 

to proclaim your good news 
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and serve others in your name. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favour and give you 

peace.  

Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN (ELW 534) 

SAVIOUR, AGAIN TO YOUR DEAR NAME WE RAISE  

Savior, again to your dear name we raise 

with one accord our parting hymn of praise; 

once more we bless you ere our worship cease, 

then, lowly bending, wait your word of peace. 

 

Grant us your peace upon our homeward way; 

with you began, with you shall end the day; 

guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 

that in this house have called upon your name. 

 

Grant us your peace, Lord, through the coming night; 

for us transform its darkness into light. 

Keep us from harm and danger till the dawn; 

your evening presence promise to your own. 

 

Grant us your peace throughout our earthly life, 

our balm in sorrow, and our stay in strife; 

then, when your voice shall bid our conflict cease, 

call us, O Lord, to your eternal peace. 
Text: John Ellerton. Music: Edward J. Hopkins. arr. Arthur S. Sullivan – Sung by Pastor Paul 

 

DISMISSAL  


