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Good Friday 
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

O Holy and Immortal One, 

hear us as we pray through Jesus, our high priest: 

heal all our divisions, 

reconcile all who are estranged, 

console all who suffer, 

and finally raise up to new life 

all that is bound by death. Amen. 

(Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (2002) alt.) 

 

OPENING HYMN:  O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED  

(ELW 351) 

 

O sacred head, now wounded, 

with grief and shame weighed down, 

now scornfully surrounded 

with thorns, thine only crown; 

O sacred head, what glory, 

what bliss till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, 

I joy to call thee mine. 

 

How pale thou art with anguish, 

with sore abuse and scorn; 

how does thy face now languish, 

which once was bright as morn! 

Thy grief and bitter passion 

were all for sinners' gain; 

mine, mine was the transgression, 

but thine the deadly pain. 

 

What language shall I borrow 

to thank thee, dearest friend, 

for this thy dying sorrow, 



thy pity without end? 

Oh, make me thine forever, 

and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never 

outlive my love to thee. 

 

Lord, be my consolation; 

shield me when I must die; 

remind me of thy passion 

when my last hour draws nigh. 

These eyes, new faith receiving, 

from thee shall never move; 

for all who die believing 

die safely in thy love. 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250; tr. compositeMusic: German melody, c. 1500; adapt. Hans Leo Hassler, 

1564–1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685–1750 Thanks to the MNO Synod for this recording 

 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 52:13--53:5  

 

 13See, my servant shall prosper; 

  he shall be exalted and lifted up, 

  and shall be very high. 

 14Just as there were many who were astonished at him 

  —so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, 

  and his form beyond that of mortals— 

 15so he shall startle many nations; 

  kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 

 for that which had not been told them they shall see, 

  and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 

 53:1Who has believed what we have heard? 

  And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

 2For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

  and like a root out of dry ground; 

 he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

  nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 



 3He was despised and rejected by others; 

  as one who knows suffering and is acquainted with infirmity; 

 and as one from whom others hide their faces 

  he was despised, and we held him of no account. 

 

 4Surely he has borne our infirmities 

  and carried our diseases; 

 yet we accounted him stricken, 

  struck down by God, and afflicted. 

 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, 

  crushed for our iniquities; 

 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 

  and by his bruises we are healed. 

  

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: HEBREWS 4:14-16; 5:7-9 
 

14Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not 

have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 

we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without 

sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 5:7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 

with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from 

death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although 

he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and 

having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for 

all who obey him. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 

Save us as you promised; we will trust your word. 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 

 

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING 

TO ST. JOHN 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – THERE IN GOD'S GARDEN (ELW 342) 

There in God's garden  

stands the Tree of Wisdom, 

whose leaves hold forth  

the healing of the nations: 

Tree of all knowledge,  

Tree of all compassion, 

Tree of all beauty. 

 

Its name is Jesus,  

name that says, "Our Savior!" 

There on its branches  

see the scars of suff'ring; 

see where the tendrils  

of our human selfhood 

feed on its lifeblood. 

 

Thorns not its own  

are tangled in its foliage; 

our greed has starved it,  

our despite has choked it. 

Yet, look! it lives!  

its grief has not destroyed it 

nor fire consumed it. 



All heav'n is singing,  

"Thanks to Christ whose passion 

offers in mercy  

healing, strength, and pardon. 

Peoples and nations,  

take it, take it freely!" 

Amen! My Master! 

 
Text: Király Imre von Pécselyi, c. 1590-c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982 Music: K. Lee Scott, b. 1950 Text © 1976 Hinshaw Music. Music © 

1987 Birnamwood Publications.Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A-729438 Sung by: Adam Krentz, Maureen Monson, Pastor Paul 

Sartison 

 

BIDDING PRAYER 

Dear People of God: Our Gracious God sent the Son into the world, not 

to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. 

We pray, therefore, for people everywhere according to their needs. 

 

Let us pray for the holy church throughout the world. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 

By your Holy Spirit guide the church 

and gather it throughout the world. 

Help it to persevere in faith,  

To be held together in unity, 

to repent of the wrong that it has done in your name, 

and to bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for our bishops, Jason and Susan, for all pastors, for all 

servants of the church, and for all the people of God. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 

Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, 

diaconal ministers, and lay leaders. 



Help each of us in our various vocations 

to do faithfully the work to which you have called us. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus 

Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. 

Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son. 

Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, increase the faith and 

understanding of those preparing for baptism, 

and keep us all united in the fellowship of love. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God, and 

who possess an eternal covenant with the Lord who delivered them from 

bondage into freedom. 

Silent prayer. 

 

 

Almighty and eternal God, 

Long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and Sarah and your 

teaching to Moses, Miriam, and all your people. 

Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own 

may flourish in peace as witnesses to your love; 

may be kept safe from all malice, hatred, and harm; 

and may receive the fulfillment of your covenant’s promises. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 



Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace 

all those who call out to you under different names. 

Bring an end to inter-religious strife, 

and make us more faithful witnesses 

of the love made known to us in your Son. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity 

so that all may long to know you and find peace in you. 

Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace 

in the world and in the witness of your people,  

and grant that those who do not believe in you 

would receive your kindness and mercy in their lives. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for God's creation. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 

you are the creator of a magnificent universe. 

Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care 

and bring all things to fulfillment in you. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for those who serve in public office: for Justin, our Prime 

Minister; for Brian, our premier; and for Brian, our mayor. 

Silent prayer. 



Almighty and eternal God, 

you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. 

In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority. 

Help them to work together for the good of all, 

so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, 

and a share in the goodness of your creation. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for those in need. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 

you give strength to the weary 

and new courage to those who have lost heart. 

We pray for those who are hungry, homeless, destitute or oppressed;  

For those in loneliness and fear during this time of isolation; 

For the sick, the dying, and those who grieve; 

For prisoners, refugees, and all who are in danger; 

For victims of war, genocide, and trafficking. 

Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, 

And give us the strength to serve them. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us 

ask. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 



as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

PROCESSION OF THE CROSS 

 

Behold the life-giving cross, 

on which was hung the Saviour of the whole world. 

Oh, come, let us worship him. 

 

Behold the life-giving cross, 

on which was hung the Saviour of the whole world. 

Oh, come, let us worship him. 

 

Behold the life-giving cross, 

on which was hung the Saviour of the whole world. 

Oh, come, let us worship him. 

 

SENDING HYMN - WERE YOU THERE (ELW 353) 

 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 



Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 
Text: African American spiritual Music: African American spiritual 

Arr. © 1999 Augsburg Fortress Reprinted by permission under OneLicense #A-729438  Performed by members of Trinity Lutheran Church, 

London, ON 

 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
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