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Epiphany Lutheran Church 

200 Dalhousie Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T2Z1  

(204) 269-2661 www.epiphanychurch.ca 

Epiphany Lutheran Church:  

Our Vision: To make Christ known through a caring Christian community that has an active, vibrant  

worship and ongoing learning that inspires faith and service in all people.  

Our Mission: Encouraging Spiritual Growth, a Community for All 

 

The Spirit of Advents past…. 

 

First favourite Avent memory: I was serving a small rural parish in Saskatchewan and was driving home 
from a parishioner’s farm on a mid-December evening. For no apparent reason I pulled off the highway onto a quiet 
grid road. I stopped the car, got out, and stood still for ten minutes or so. It was dead quiet – no cars on this road; it 
was dark, so dark – no moon, just a zillion points of starlight; and it was desperately cold with not a hint of wind. 
Even now I can’t put my finger on why this brief episode stands out so clearly. Maybe it was just because I like 
winter. Maybe it was because it was a restful moment between a busy day and my arrival at home with all of its 
home-type work that needed to be done. I think, though, that it had more to do with the simplicity of the moment. 
There was no clutter – just cold air coming in with every breath, darkness with not much to see, and nothing at all to 
hear. It was a simple moment, and all there was to grab my attention was the cold dark quiet. Since then Advent has 
always called me to pay attention to undistracted moments, and maybe it’s called me to be grateful for the gift of 
moments of…nothing. 

 

Second favourite Advent memory: In December of ’90 Val and I had just moved from Saskatoon to Toronto. 
Val had found a job, but I was still looking and was finding the whole experience discouraging. The buildup to the 
first Gulf War was underway, and it was seeming clear that big conflict was coming along again; that was much on 
my mind as well. On top of all that was the day-to-day work of figuring out life in a new home in a new city. There 
was uncertainty and worry in the air. 

 

Every evening Val would arrive home from work around five-thirty, so at five-fifteen I would light a candle on the 
windowsill of our second-floor apartment. I liked to imagine that for Val the candle would be a heartwarming greet-
ing. For me it was a warm small piece of light in the dark, and it reminded me that someone so dear would soon 
come through the door. The warm glow was peaceful – aren’t candles always that way? - and it was filled with ex-
pectation and hope. That Advent in Toronto shaped what Advent has come to mean for me: waiting and hoping, 
sure, but above all expecting that the one I await will be here soon. And the waiting and hoping and expectation 
made it OK to be a little unsure about my own direction, and it made it OK to be still and to sit quietly for a moment 
or two. 

 

I can’t be much more clear about why those two Advent moments stick in my mind, or why they still seem to feed 
my heart and soul. But maybe these things don’t need to be explained; for now, we just give thanks for the gift of 
stillness when it comes our way, and for the gift of undistracted nothing, and for the gentle assurance that the one 
we await is on the way. 

 

Advent blessings and peace be yours, 

Pastor Paul 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries!  
During Children's Corner time of the last Sunday Service each month, we will invite 
forward anyone who is celebrating a birthday, anniversary or any other special      
occasion like a graduation, birth, commemoration of a loved one's birthday to make a 
donation to "our little Noah's Arc" birthday bank. Donations will be used to support 
the next Youth Gathering.  

Epiphany Bible Study—Christmas Potluck 

Tuesday  Dec 5, 6:30 pm 

 

The Women's Bible Study (ELW) group will be having their annual Christmas 
potluck on the 5th of December. Join us, as it is a great time for women to con-

nect. Bring your favourite dish to share! See you then... 

CLAY 2018 – Thunder Bay, ON 

August 15 – 19, 2018 

 

Stories are the diverse threads that God weaves 

together to form the tapestry of our lives. They can 

be ancient, personal, intimate, and can help us find 

meaning and purpose. We gather stories from each 

other and from our surroundings. 

Join youth from across Canada at threads, where 

we will learn how to discern our God-given stories. 

Broom ball and Potluck Event 

at Epiphany Lutheran Church 
Sat. December 2, 5:00 pm  

 

We have invited our neighbours at 
the Waverly Mosque to come out for a 
spirited game of broom ball followed 
by a potluck. No experience in broom 
ball required.   

 

We will provide the equipment and 
our parking lot will be the playing 
field.  The rules are similar to those of 

street hockey with an emphasis on participation and fun. Hot chocolate will 
be served in the church foyer to keep us warm and fuelled. Kindly bring a 
vegetarian/meat free dish or gelatin free dessert to share for the potluck to 
ensure our offerings are Halal friendly and can be enjoyed by all.    
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Ladies Quil�ng:Ladies Quil�ng:Ladies Quil�ng:Ladies Quil�ng:        We've Done It!We've Done It!We've Done It!We've Done It!    
We are referring to our having achieved our goal of comple�ng 500 quilts. This was in answer to a 

challenge proposed by Na�onal Synod that each congrega�on dedicate a project to commemorate 

the 500 years since Reforma�on.  We are thrilled and will now take a breather un�l the new year. 

 

In case you are curious about our work, let me explain the process:  Prepara�on of sheets and quilt 

covers is done at home by people who enjoy being crea�ve.   Assembly at the church in-

volves:  cu/ng ba/ng which is sandwiched between a bo0om sheet and the quilt top; folding and 

pinning a border; s�tching with needle and yarn to knot and bind the 3 layers together.  Machine 

s�tching of the hems  is again done by volunteers either at home or at church.  It takes 4 ladies work-

ing on an adult quilt only 20 minutes to finish the procedure - amazing when you consider that we 

talk and laugh and solve the world's problems all at the same �me. 

 

Why am I telling you this?  Hopefully to show how easy it is so that you will consider joining us.  Can-

not we who are blessed with so much, if we are able, give a li0le of our �me to such a worthy cause? 

 

Each of our ladies has contributed to our achievement.  Special men�on, however,  must go to Gloria 

Tymm who prepared at least one-third of the quilts we have made.  For this reason, we chose one of 

her tops to be the special Quilt #500.  Unfortunately, we have lost this very dedicated lady through 

her move to New Westminster. 

 

Without the encouragement and support of my cousin, Lydia Nach�gall, I would not have been brave 

enough to try this venture.  She has been my constant companion with planning and organizing and 

her a0endance is near perfect.  When we go South, she simply takes over but, finally this year, she 

has earned an assistant in Dona Gould.  Thank you both. 

  

Thanks also to all the wonderful ladies who make this work such a pleasure: 

Leona Ammeter, Barb Breitenmoser, Norah Geres, Dona Gould, Shirley Knip, Lorraine Kolthof, 

Maureen Monson, Lydia Nach�gall, Elaine Roach, Elma Schade, Nancy Sperling, Vera Willborn.   

Also:  Trudy Nach�gall (St. Bedes) Bev Donaldson (Selkirk) Linda Schnitka (St. James). 

 

Helga Zinko 
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Crockpot Meal Team Update 

For those of you who don’t know what the Crockpot Meal Teams do: we are two teams, one 
of about 12 people, the other 2 people, both members of Epiphany and friends of members 
who cook a meal a month for the Urban (Lutheran Urban Ministry) located in the West End 
on Arlington Street. 

 

I want to thank everyone who prepares and serves meals, all who gathered on short notice 
to wrap hamburger (donated) into usable packages and all the members of the congrega-
tion who designate occasional funds to keep our teams afloat. 

 

We received a $1000 grant from the ELCIC, Women in Faith fund to fund us this year.  So 
with the breakdown of the kitchen freezer, we were able to give back to the congregation in 
the form of a freezer.  This year necessitated the purchase of two small freezers in which to 
store our beef.  They are open to congregational use once we’ve consolidated our frozen 
packages, but we ask that you please label your frozen stuff with both your name and date, 
and don’t plan to store long term as we sometimes get offers of frozen food to use in our 
meals.   

 

Funny how things work:  Rhonda, the ministry manager at the Urban was panicking be-
cause she will be receiving a shipment of mis-shapen, therefore not acceptable for retail, 
turkeys in the next couple of weeks and was wondering if our meal teams could use them.  
We now have the freezer space that we can accept these donations and both extend our 
beef supply and provide some variety in the meals we prepare. 

 

Thanks to all who continue to support this ministry of our congregation.  We’re mostly kind 
of low maintenance, but it’s nice to know you have our back.  Anyone interested in partici-
pating, please give Carol Ruchotzke a call(204-261-3155) 

 

Judy Dikkema 
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Epiphany’s Christmas Presentation, Soon and Very Soon, will be held on Sunday, 

December 17, 2017 during the church service.  We have begun our preparations in 

class time.  Please see the schedule below for more details.  Starting November 26, 

regular attendance at Sunday School will be important to help the children pre-

pare for the our special presentation. 

 

Maureen Monson and Karen Burkett are coordinating the presentation.  We will 

soon be sending more information home with the students and Kelly Krentz will 

email parents with more details.  If you have any questions, feel free to email Karen 

(mkburkett@shaw.ca). 

 

Please note the following Sundays: 

November 26 practice in class 

December 3 full practice during class time 

December 10 1.  practice during Sunday School 

2.  dress rehearsal after church service   

(11 am to 12:00-ish)  

A snack will be provided. 

December 17 Christmas Pageant during the church service 

 

December 10 Dress Rehearsal 

11:00 to 12:00-ish 

Children come straight downstairs to Sunday School at 10:00. 

We will practice during our lesson time & will serve them a snack. 

At 11:00, we will move upstairs for our dress rehearsal in the sanctuary. 

We will dismiss around 12:00. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

Karen & Maureen 

 
 

Clipart - https://www.christart.com/clipart/image/mary-joseph-baby-jesus-manger 

 

Sunday School News  

Soon and Very SoonSoon and Very SoonSoon and Very SoonSoon and Very Soon    
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Annual Sunday School Bake Sale 

Sunday December 3 

 

The children will be hosting a bake sale after the 
service on Sunday December 3 in support of their 

Christmas charity initiative. If you enjoy baking, 
please consider bringing some treats for the sale 
(ready to go and with a list of ingredients). If you 
enjoy eating, make sure to join us on the 3rd and 

take home something delicious! The money raised 
will go to the Urban and the Puerto Rico earth-

quake victims. 
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Mitten Christmas Tree 

 

This year the Sunday school is continuing its annual Christ-
mas tradition by setting up the Mitten Christmas Tree in the 
narthex. We put this tree out every year so that the congre-
gation can either buy or knit warm mittens to hang from the 
branches. At the end of the year we deliver all the mittens 
to inner city youth that need them. Please consider creating 
or donating something to adorn our Christmas tree. Thank 
you all for your ongoing support with this tradition.   

Gifts for the Urban 

Once again, along with my grandchil-
dren, I am making up gift bags to give 
to the Urban to distribute to their cli-
ents at Christmas Time. I want to 
thank everyone for the immense support I have had all 
year as people bring in “hotel samples” of shampoo, 
soap, lotions and other products to contribute to this pro-
ject. I am equally delighted to have the contributions of 
shampoo from the ELW women and many other contri-
butions of personal hygiene products that people have 
contributed over the last few weeks. I think we will put 
together a record number of gifts this year as my shelves 
are almost overflowing now! If you have any more contri-
butions to this project, please bring them to church by 
Sunday, December 10th so that we will have time to get 
the gift bags ready.  

Thank you again for your amazing support. 

Maureen Monson  

Decorating the Christmas Tree 

Sat. Dec. 9
th

, 11 am 

 

A potluck lunch is being planned – bring your 
favourite dish and join the lively group. We 
will meet at 11:00 am at the church and have 
our lunch at 12:00.   

Annual Meeting - March 4, 2017 

 

Our annual meeting is going to be on 
March 4, 2017, after an abbreviated    
worship service 
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Looking for A Good Christmas Gift? 

 

Epiphany Lutheran Church  

Cook Books Still Available 

 

Visit our Mall in the Hall on Dec 2, or 
contact the office for your copy. 
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My name is Sofia Farat Navarro, I am 11 years old and I have a li0le brother named 

Matheus.  

 I love sports especially basketball, soccer and volleyball. I love board games such as 

chess, sorry (board game), game of life etc… I love fic�on and superheroes. My favorite 

art is music (sing, play piano and recorder). 

My birthday is in January 31. Me and my family are here for about 10 months now. We 

love Canada and the snow, although we s�ll trying to get used to the weather.  
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Christmas 

EtymologyEtymologyEtymologyEtymology    

"Christmas" is a shortened form of "Christ's mass". It is derived from the Middle English Cristemasse, which is from Old Eng-

lish Crīstesmæsse, a phrase first recorded in 1038 followed by the word Cristes-messe in 1131.  Crīst (geni�ve Crīstes) is from 

Greek Khrīstos (Χριστός), a transla�on of Hebrew Māšîaḥ  ,(ָמִׁשיַח)"Messiah", meaning "anointed"; and mæsse is from La�n missa, 

the celebra�on of the Eucharist. The form Christenmas was also historically used, but is now considered archaic and dialectal; it 

derives from Middle English Cristenmasse, literally "Chris�an mass". Xmas is an abbrevia�on of Christmas found par�cularly in 

print, based on the ini�al le0er chi (Χ) in Greek Khrīstos (Χριστός), "Christ", though numerous style guides discourage its use; it 

has precedent in Middle English Χρ̄es masse (where "Χρ̄" is an abbrevia�on for Χριστός).  

HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory    

The Na�vity stories of Ma0hew and Luke are prominent in the gospels and early Chris�an writers suggested various dates for the 

anniversary. The first recorded Christmas celebra�on was in Rome in 336. Christmas played a role in the Arian controversy of the 

fourth century. In the early Middle Ages, it was overshadowed by Epiphany. The feast regained prominence acer 800, when 

Charlemagne was crowned emperor on Christmas Day. Associa�ng it with drunkenness and other misbehavior, the Puritans 

banned Christmas in the 17th century. It was restored as a legal holiday in 1660, but remained disreputable. In the early 19th 

century, Christmas was revived with the start of the Oxford Movement in the Anglican Church. Charles Dickens and other writers 

reinvented the holiday by emphasizing Christmas as a �me for family, religion, gic-giving, and social reconcilia�on as opposed to 

the revelry that had been common historically. 

Decora�onsDecora�onsDecora�onsDecora�ons    

The tradi�onal colors of Christmas decora�ons are red, green, and gold. Red symbolizes the blood of Jesus, which was shed in 

his crucifixion, while green symbolizes eternal life, and in par�cular the evergreen tree, which does not lose its leaves in the win-

ter, and gold is the first color associated with Christmas, as one of the three gics of the Magi, symbolizing royalty. 

The Christmas tree is considered by some as Chris�anisa�on of pagan tradi�on and ritual surrounding the Winter Sols�ce, which 

included the use of evergreen boughs, and an adapta�on of pagan tree worship; according to eighth-century biographer Æddi 

Stephanus, Saint Boniface(634–709), who was a missionary in Germany, took an axe to an oak tree dedicated to Thor and point-

ed out a fir tree, which he stated was a more fi/ng object of reverence because it pointed to heaven and it had a triangular 

shape, which he said was symbolic of the Trinity. The English language phrase "Christmas tree" is first recorded in 1835 and rep-

resents an importa�on from the German language. The modern Christmas tree tradi�on is believed to have begun in Germany in 

the 18th century though many argue that Mar�n Luther began the tradi�on in the 16th 

century. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas 
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2017 
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

  

 

 

 

    

    

            

    

Chinese Chinese Chinese Chinese     

Service Service Service Service     

Sundays Sundays Sundays Sundays     

12:00 pm to12:00 pm to12:00 pm to12:00 pm to    

4:00 pm4:00 pm4:00 pm4:00 pm    

Note: Note: Note: Note:     

Pastor Paul has Pastor Paul has Pastor Paul has Pastor Paul has 

Fridays &     Fridays &     Fridays &     Fridays &     

Saturdays offSaturdays offSaturdays offSaturdays off    

1111    

    

2 Admin Assistant 2 Admin Assistant 2 Admin Assistant 2 Admin Assistant 

Away on HolidaysAway on HolidaysAway on HolidaysAway on Holidays    

Mall in the Hall Mall in the Hall Mall in the Hall Mall in the Hall     

10101010----2222    

Broom Ball Broom Ball Broom Ball Broom Ball     

5:00 pm5:00 pm5:00 pm5:00 pm    

3 Admin Assistant 3 Admin Assistant 3 Admin Assistant 3 Admin Assistant 

Away on HolidaysAway on HolidaysAway on HolidaysAway on Holidays    

    

Worship 10Worship 10Worship 10Worship 10----11111111    

WCLC 12WCLC 12WCLC 12WCLC 12----4444    

    

4 Admin Assistant 4 Admin Assistant 4 Admin Assistant 4 Admin Assistant 

Away on HolidaysAway on HolidaysAway on HolidaysAway on Holidays    

    

    

5 Admin Assistant 5 Admin Assistant 5 Admin Assistant 5 Admin Assistant 

Away on HolidaysAway on HolidaysAway on HolidaysAway on Holidays    

    

Women's  Bible Women's  Bible Women's  Bible Women's  Bible 

Study 6:30 pmStudy 6:30 pmStudy 6:30 pmStudy 6:30 pm    

Christmas PotluckChristmas PotluckChristmas PotluckChristmas Potluck    

6666    

Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking 

Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower 

3:303:303:303:30----6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm    

WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in 

LibraryLibraryLibraryLibrary    

7777    

Girl GuidesGirl GuidesGirl GuidesGirl Guides    

8888    

    

9999    

Women's Fitness Women's Fitness Women's Fitness Women's Fitness 

Group 8:30Group 8:30Group 8:30Group 8:30----9:309:309:309:30    

    

    

    

10101010    

Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking 

11111111----2 Lower level2 Lower level2 Lower level2 Lower level    

Worship 10Worship 10Worship 10Worship 10----11111111    

CommunionCommunionCommunionCommunion    

WCLC 12WCLC 12WCLC 12WCLC 12----4444    

11111111    

    

    

12121212Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking 

Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower 

3:303:303:303:30----6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm    

Council Mee�ngCouncil Mee�ngCouncil Mee�ngCouncil Mee�ng    

6:30  in Library6:30  in Library6:30  in Library6:30  in Library    

WCLC 7WCLC 7WCLC 7WCLC 7----9999    

Lower LevelLower LevelLower LevelLower Level    

13131313    

Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking 

Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower 

3:303:303:303:30----6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm    

WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in 

LibraryLibraryLibraryLibrary    

14141414    

ECC Concert   ECC Concert   ECC Concert   ECC Concert   

6pm6pm6pm6pm----9pm         9pm         9pm         9pm         

Upper LevelUpper LevelUpper LevelUpper Level    

    

Girl GuidesGirl GuidesGirl GuidesGirl Guides    

15151515    

WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in 

LibraryLibraryLibraryLibrary    

    

    

    

16161616    

WCLC Christmas WCLC Christmas WCLC Christmas WCLC Christmas 

Celebra�on   Celebra�on   Celebra�on   Celebra�on   

7pm7pm7pm7pm----10 pm10 pm10 pm10 pm    

    

    

17171717    

Worship 10Worship 10Worship 10Worship 10----11111111    

Confirma�on Confirma�on Confirma�on Confirma�on 

Class 9Class 9Class 9Class 9----10 am10 am10 am10 am    

Sunday School Sunday School Sunday School Sunday School 

Presenta�onPresenta�onPresenta�onPresenta�on    

WCLC 12WCLC 12WCLC 12WCLC 12----4444    

18181818    

Women's Fitness Women's Fitness Women's Fitness Women's Fitness 

Group 8:30Group 8:30Group 8:30Group 8:30----9:309:309:309:30    

Private BookingPrivate BookingPrivate BookingPrivate Booking    

Library 8Library 8Library 8Library 8----9 pm9 pm9 pm9 pm    

    

    

19191919    

Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking 

Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower 

3:303:303:303:30----6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm    

WCLC 7WCLC 7WCLC 7WCLC 7----9 9 9 9     

Lower LevelLower LevelLower LevelLower Level    

    

20202020    

Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking 

Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower 

3:303:303:303:30----6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm    

WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in 

LibraryLibraryLibraryLibrary    

Epiphany Break-Epiphany Break-Epiphany Break-Epiphany Break-

21212121    

Girl GuidesGirl GuidesGirl GuidesGirl Guides    

    

    

22222222    

    

23232323    

    

    

Christmas Eve Christmas Eve Christmas Eve Christmas Eve     

Candlelight Service Candlelight Service Candlelight Service Candlelight Service     

December 24, 4:00 pm & 7:00 pmDecember 24, 4:00 pm & 7:00 pmDecember 24, 4:00 pm & 7:00 pmDecember 24, 4:00 pm & 7:00 pm        

All Welcome !All Welcome !All Welcome !All Welcome !    

24/31 24/31 24/31 24/31     

24242424    Worship 10Worship 10Worship 10Worship 10----11111111    

CommunionCommunionCommunionCommunion    

31313131    Birthday BankBirthday BankBirthday BankBirthday Bank    

    

WCLC 12WCLC 12WCLC 12WCLC 12----4 4 4 4 24/3124/3124/3124/31    

25252525    

Christmas DayChristmas DayChristmas DayChristmas Day    

Newsle0er Newsle0er Newsle0er Newsle0er     

26262626    

Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking 

Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower 

3:303:303:303:30----6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm    

WCLC 7WCLC 7WCLC 7WCLC 7----9999    

Lower LevelLower LevelLower LevelLower Level    

    

27272727    

Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking Private Booking 

Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower Library & Lower 

3:303:303:303:30----6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm6:30pm    

WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in WCLC  7:30 in 

LibraryLibraryLibraryLibrary    

    

28282828    

Girl GuidesGirl GuidesGirl GuidesGirl Guides    

29292929    30303030    

English Conversation Classes  

Staring Oct 31. Every Tuesday & 
Wednesday at Epiphany in the Lower 

Level. 4:00—6:30 pm till  

January 16, 2018 

Epiphany Office ClosedEpiphany Office ClosedEpiphany Office ClosedEpiphany Office Closed    


