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October 2017 — Epiphany’s Newsletter 
Epiphany Lutheran Church 

200 Dalhousie Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T2Z1  

(204) 269-2661 www.epiphanychurch.ca 

Epiphany Lutheran Church:  
Our Vision: To make Christ known through a caring Christian community that has an active, vibrant  

worship and ongoing learning that inspires faith and service in all people.  

Our Mission: Encouraging Spiritual Growth, a Community for All 

Thanksgiving all around…. 
It’s October, and it’s Thanksgiving season…. 

It’s the Great Giveaway, yet more than just giving: It’s neighbours coming together, greeting friends and meeting 
someone new; gifts of generosity and gifts of gratitude; a mixing of people who might not otherwise mix. We give 
thanks for everyone who lives in this neighbourhood and for everyone who comes through the doors of this 
church: for members and non-members, for weekly attenders and once-a-year worshipers, for fitness and yoga, 
for Girl Guides and Quilting, for meetings and visits and maintenance, for worship in Chinese and English, for a 
giveaway or a mall-in-the-hall, or simply for a chance to sit quietly. The people in our life here make our life so 
very rich. 

 

It’s Thanksgiving feasts, yet more than just feasting: Surrounded by people we love, plates piled high and glasses 
filled, we give thanks for all that the earth produces, and for farmers and gardeners and all those who have 
worked to give us the things we enjoy. 

 

It’s Reformation remembered, but not just for Lutherans: We mark the event with Manitoba socials and a few 
midweek services, lectures and a party here and there. For hundreds of years we’ve celebrated, but this year it’s 
more than celebration: It’s remembering, with our Catholic sisters and brothers, the struggles we’ve had, the di-
vided past we share, the things we’ve said about each other and the things we have done.  Even more, we give 
thanks for all that we’re given: a growing and healing relationship among churches, decades of seeing each other 
as friends; a future we trust will bring us closer to sharing our lives as one. 

 

It’s this land that we love, but more than just real estate: Treaty One territory, the home of people who have been 
here for thousands of years and who have welcomed settlers and newcomers. Together we’ve all continued to wel-
come new settlers and newcomers to live in this old old home, and we pray that the welcome continues. 

 

So much gratitude all around.... Yet while we give thanks, we all hear that voice inside that calls us to remember 
those who…have less reason to give thanks. A fine sentiment, but it seems to divide the world into those who 
have and those who have not. And it might just make our gratitude ring hollow. Perhaps we could see it like this: 
If one of our neighbours is hungry, we are all still hungry; if one church – the whole church – is divided we’re all 
still divided; if one community has no clean water we all lack clean water; if one person eats in loneliness then all 
of our tables are missing a member.  It’s like St. Paul says: “If one member suffers, we all suffer; if one rejoices, we 
all rejoice. (I Corinthians 12:26). Sure, he’s talking about the church, but maybe we could expand that to mean 
the whole community. There are no longer simply those (many of us?) who have so much and “those who are less 
fortunate.” Instead, there is this one life we all share, a life together that is at the same time so broken and so 
blessed. 

 

And then our thanksgiving grows larger. It becomes gratitude for what is given to us all, and thanksgiving for 
what is promised to us all: healing for all that is broken, a place to belong for all who are lonely; clean water, good 
food; peace and reconciliation for all people, for all that is, for the whole creation, for all of us (and that’s a very 
big “us”). It’s thanksgiving that reaches deeper and wider than we might have imagined. Thanksgiving for what is, 
and thanksgiving for what will be. 

Grace and peace, Pastor Paul 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries!  
During Children's Corner time of the last Sunday Service each month, we will invite 
forward anyone who is celebrating a birthday, anniversary or any other special      
occasion like a graduation, birth, commemoration of a loved one's birthday to make a 
donation to "our little Noah's Arc" birthday bank. Donations will be used to support 
the next Youth Gathering.  

Afternoon Quilting  

Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday 10:30 am  -  3:00 pm 

 

If you haven’t stopped in yet, come on down. Visit the quilting group and have 
a look for yourself what the buzz is all about! We have been busy all summer 

and continuing to December. Looking forward in seeing you there. 

Epiphany Bible Study (ELW) 

Every 1st Tuesday 7:00 pm 

The Women's Bible Study (ELW) group will be meeting once again on the 5th 
of September after a wonderful Summer! If you haven’t been out yet, consider 
giving it a try. It is a great time for women to connect. The study this year will 

be on Meeting Jesus. 

October 3rd Jesus the servant leader - Mark 10:32-45  

Youth Paint Night Fundraiser 

October 19, 7:00 pm 

 

The youth are once again having a fun evening of 
painting! The fundraiser will help the youth get to the 
2018 Conference in Thunder Bay. Get your  tickets 

today as there are limited seats available and you will 
not want to miss this event!     

 

We had so much fun last year! Tickets are          pur-
chased online or call the office at 204-269-2661 to 

have Vetta process it online for you.              

https://www.paintnite.com/events/_1206838 

CLAY 2018 – Thunder Bay, ON 

August 15 – 19, 2018 

 

Stories are the diverse threads that God weaves 

together to form the tapestry of our lives. They can 

be ancient, personal, intimate, and can help us find 

meaning and purpose. We gather stories from each 

other and from our surroundings. 

Join youth from across Canada at threads, where 

we will learn how to discern our God-given stories. 
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Another Successful Event!  

Thank you to the many volunteers who made  

this possible! 
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Ride for Refuge – In support of the Urban 

Together with the support of our family, friends and you our Epiphany family we raised almost $2600 for the Ur-
ban in the Ride for Refuge event held September 30, 2017.  The final tally for the Urban was over $6000 with 
more expected to come in over the next week. 

 

The start of the event was the parking lot Covenant Chris an Reformed Church, 653 Knowles Ave.  The sun was 
shining, the leaves were in full colour and there were over 600 par cipants many of whom were wearing their 
newly-acquired orange Ride for Refuge T- shirts.  The vibe was fes ve as we waited to set off.  Our team included 
four 5 km walkers – Rose Bakx, her granddaughter Raquel, Nancy Sperling, Lorna Oberholtzer, two 25 km cyclists 
- Sharon Kletke, Craeg Parker (they actually did a bit more) and three 50 km cyclists - Judy Dikkema, Joey McCor-
rie, Pastor Paul.  

 

I want to thank all the par cipants and donors for making this a posi ve fundraiser.  

Judy Dikkema (co-captain)  
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Tour the Mosque on  
Friday, Oct. 20th  

12:45—3:00 
 

We have been invited to visit 
the Winnipeg Grand Mosque to 

visit and to get better ac-
quainted with some of our 

Muslim neighbours!  
 

We’ll be visiting on Fri. October 
20th for a tour, an introduction 
to Islam, a chance to observe 
the community at prayer, and 
a visit with that day’s leader of 

the prayers. The tour will 
begin at 12:45 and will be fin-

ished by 3:00.  
 

Pastor Paul will be going, and 
if you’re interested in coming 
along for the tour, contact the 

office here at the church to 
register. 
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Intrusting Facts about Halloween  

Halloween or Hallowe'en (a contrac on of All Hallows' Evening), also known as Allhalloween, All Hal-
lows' Eve, or All Saints' Eve, is a celebra on observed in a number of countries on 31 October, the eve 
of the Western Chris an feast of All Hallows' Day. It begins the three-day ob-
servance of Allhallow de the  me in the liturgical year dedicated to remembering the dead, includ-
ing saints (hallows), martyrs, and all the faithful departed.  

It is widely believed that many Halloween tradi ons originated from ancient Cel c harvest fes vals, 
par cularly the Gaelic fes val Samhain; that such fes vals may have had pagan roots; and that Sam-
hain itself was Chris anized as Halloween by the early Church. Some believe, however, that Hallow-
een began solely as a Chris an holiday, separate from ancient fes vals like Samhain. 

Thanksgiving 
In Canada 

Some researchers state that "there is no compelling narra ve of the origins of the Canadian Thanksgiving day." 

The origins of Canadian Thanksgiving are also some mes traced to the French se lers who came to New France in 
the 17th century, who celebrated their successful harvests. The French se lers in the area typically had feasts at the 
end of the harvest season and con nued throughout the winter season, even sharing food with the indigenous peo-
plesof the area. 

As se lers arrived in Nova Sco a from New England a er 1700, late autumn Thanksgiving celebra ons became com-
monplace. New immigrants into the country—such as the Irish, Sco sh, and Germans—also added their own tradi-
ons to the harvest celebra ons. Most of the US aspects of Thanksgiving (such as the turkey) were incorporated 

when United Empire Loyalists began to flee from the United States during the American Revolu on and se led in 
Canada. 
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2017
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

  
 

 

 

1 
Communion 

2 
Women's 
Fitness 
Group 7-8 
 

3   
Women's  

Bible study 

4 
WCLC  7:30 
in Library 

5 
Girl Guides 

6 7 
WCLC  1-5 
in Lower 
Level 

8 
 

9Women's 
Fitness 
Group 7-8 
Epiphany 
Office 
Closed 

10 WCLC 7-9 

Lower Level  

Quilting  

11 
WCLC  7:30 
in Library 

12 
Girl Guides 

13 
WCLC  7:30 
in Library 

14 
 
 
 
 

15 
Communion 

16 
Women's 
Fitness 
Group 7-8 
 

17WCLC 7-9 

Lower Level 
 

18 
WCLC  7:30 
in Library 

Epiphany 
Breakfast 
9:00  am 

19 
Girl Guides 

Epiphany 
Paint Nite 

20 
 
 
 

21 
Women's 
Fitness 
Group 7-8 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24WCLC 7-9  
Lower Level 

Quilting  

25 
WCLC  7:30 
in Library 

 

26 
Girl Guides 

 
 

27 
WCLC  7:30 
in Library 

28Women's 
Fitness 
Group 7-8 
WCLC  1-5 
pm  in  

Library 
 

 
  
 

 

 

  31WCLC 7-9 

Lower Level 

 
Happy 
Halloween  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Chinese 
Service  

 

Sundays  

12:00 pm to 

4:00 pm 

Note:  

Pastor 
Paul has 
Fridays & 
Saturdays 
off 

29 
 

Communion 

Birthday Bank 

30 
Newsletter 
Deadline 


